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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any heat : 
for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, 
ahd-shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life; and God shall, 
wipe away evéry tear from their eyes.—Rev. 7 : 16. 17. 


1. January 2.—The Ascending Lord. . . . . . Acts ri 1-14 
2. January 9.—The Coming of the Holy Spirit o 0's « ACtS'S s B89 
3. January 16.—Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost. . . . Acts 2: 14-47 
4. January 23.—The Spirit of Life...... Rom. 8 : 12-30 
5. as 30.—The Lame Man Leaping ..........- Acts 3 
6 February 6.—The Boldness ot Peter and John . . . Acts 4: 1-31 
4 February:13.—Humbled and Exalted. ....... Phil. 2 : 1-14 
. February 20.—‘lhe Christian Brotherhood at Jeru- 

salem (Vemperance Lesson) ... .. . Acts 4:32 to 5:16 
g.. February 27.—The Seven Helpers divity J Acts 6 
to, March A ae Death of Stephen ....... ’ Acts 7:3 to 8: 3 
ar. March 12.—Heroes and Martyrs of Faith . . Heb. 11:1 to12:2 
te. March 19.—Philip and the Ethiopian .... .. Acts 8 : 26-40 


13. March 26.—Review: ‘he Great Multitude . . Read Rev. 7: 9-17 
“ . 
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“In Him 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


‘* We know that we dwell in Him.’’—1 John 4: 13 


“WE dwell in Him,”—oh, everlasting Home, 
Imperishable House not made with 
hands! 
When all the world has melted as a dream, 
Eternal in the heav’ns this dwelling stands. 








“ Crazy”’ Folks 


A Christian who goes the whole way with God is 
pretty sure to be considered a ‘* fool’’ by unbelievers 
—and by other Christians. Several friends who had 
come to know Christ in a new way as their victorious 
life were talking over their experiences. One young 
woman said that the members of her family (most of 
whom were Christians) one after another told her that 
she was ‘‘crazy’’; it was all right to be religious, 
they said, but there was such a thing as going too far. 
Another had learned that she and a friend were 
marked as ‘‘ crazy on religion’’ by the other young 
people of their church, most of whom were in the 
feverish search after pleasure. A third member of 
the group recalled his experience in telling some 
friends how Christ led him into an utterly new life of 
joy and victory. Two of these friends afterward told 
him that they had concluded that he had gone 
‘clean out of his head.’’ But they decided that they 
wanted to share the experience, and in their turn 
became a strange problem to their friends. There is, 
of course, the danger of ‘‘ going beyond'’ in the 
spiritual life, of being ‘*imad"’ in the wrong way : 
there is no possibility, however, of going too far in 
utter abandonment to Christ. And if our religion 


seems ‘‘ proper’’ to all our friends, if in all things 
we appear to be sensible and reasonable to the world 
and to worldly Christians, it is time to beware; there 
is something wrong with our spiritual health. Have 
you ever been considered a fool,—because of Him? 


<< 


Practical 

Men to-day do not need what is called the ‘ prac- 
tical’’ nearly so much as the impracticable. Often 
the ‘* practical’’ means that which fits in most easily 
with our present plan of life. And our chief need 
may be a jolting out of that present plan, Ata noon- 
day meeting in a big business house a talk was given 
on the Bible standard of the Christian life. Rigid 
business honesty was considered in the light of the 
life lived in the Spirit. ‘* What did you think of that 
talk ?'’ asked a Christian employee of one of the 
managers, who also was a Christian, but whose busi- 
ness methods would not bear too close a scrutiny. 
‘*It would be better to have a more practical talk for 
meetings like this,’ he answered. Let us give thanks 
that Christ's demands upon us are often utterly im- 
practicable. _ For he is pledged to provide the miracle 
power that is needed for living the life that is not 
** practical”’’ from a business standpoint. 


Our Own Way 


Having our own way is far better than having 
some other person’s way. Many a mistake is made 
in Christian service by trying to do things as other 
successful workers have done them, instead of let- 
ting God guide us directly. A young Christian who 
came into a new experience of Christ had a great 
hunger to win souls, and she set about doing per- 


” 


sonal work as she had seen others do it,—for she 
was completely without experience. The results 
were not encouraging, and finally she discovered 
the trouble. Saul’s armor was not the best thing 
for a David to use in going against the Philistine. 
She told the Lord that if he could use her in 
her own natural way she would do all she could to 
win souls, And during athree-months’ Billy Sunday 
campaign in her city scarcely one day passed without 
the joy of winning some one, and often more than 
one, to Christ. There is a ‘‘*having our own way"’ 
that completely prevents Christ from using us. For 
this is really having our own mind. But when we 
surrender, and accept the mind of Christ, he will lead 
us into the natural way of service which he haz 


planned for us. 
a 


Which Preposition ? 

From ‘to’’ to ‘‘for’’ is the change that Christ 
makes in a man’s relations with his fellows. A 
Christian business man, in a recent talk to young 
men, said that we were surrounded by other folks so 
that we might ‘‘do everything we could for them,— 
not fo them.'’ Self's outlook on others is to do 
something to thei, or with them, for self. A man 
who was counted by his friends a moral man, with 
high ideals, but who refused to have God in his life, 
frankly told a friend what his attitude toward others 
was. He said that he loved no one so well as he 
loved himself, and that, from his observation of 
those with whom he was associated, selfishness ruled 
the life of everybody. God is longing to show men 
of this mind living denials of the terrible falsehood 
that is wrecking their lives. He can do it only through 
men who have learned how to put ‘‘for’’ and ‘‘others’’ 
together by living ‘‘ for Him,’’ 
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If It Isn’t Easy It Isn’t Good 


e ADDY, did you notice to-night that I bowed 
my head and put my hands up to my eyes?”’ 
The little girl of five years had cuddled into 
her father’s arms ‘n a corner of the library while the 
evening shadows were gathering, for one of the precious 
little times of confidences. 

‘ was naughty to-day, Daddy.”’ 

‘Were you, Annie?’’ 

**Yes,.and I was asking Jesus to forgive me. When- 
ever Iam naughty now I bow my head and just tell 
Jesus, and ask him to forgive me.”’ 

‘*And he always does it, doesn’t he, Annie?’’ 

**Yes,’’ thelittle girl answered. And then ina sud- 
den burst of confidence she poured out the problem of 
her child-heart. _ ‘* Daddy, it’s awful hard to be good, 
isn’t it?"’ 

That heart-cry of the little girl finds its response in 
every Christian's heart. No man would wish to deny 
the truth that is wrapped up in that confession. Yet 
there are two serious falsehoods implied in our ‘‘ax- 
iom,’’ ‘it's awful hard to be good.”’ 

It is not only hard to be good, but it is utterly im- 
possible for fallen man to be good. A Christian has 
come to an-encouraging point in his experience when 
he is able to realize this. Not only is it true that 
‘*none is good, save one, even God,'’ but it is also 
true that no one else cax be good. This is the mes- 
sage of the Incarnation. God in Christ came in the 
flesh and ‘‘ was good,’’—a thing that was impossible 
for fallen man. 

The great victory chapter, the eighth of Romans, 
which forms the subject for the study of millions of 
Christians in the current Sunday-school lesson, not 
only gives clearly the secret of victory, but no less 
directly sets forth the secret of defeat. ‘*The mind 





of the flesh is enmity against God ; for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be; and 
they that are in the flesh cannot please God'’ (vs, 
6, 7). Itis not, then, that it is Aard for fallen man 
to be good, or to please God ; it is utterly impossible 
for him to do this. 

This eighth chapter of Romans records also the 
secret of defeat in the lives of born-again Christians. 
A Christian, possessed of the indwelling Spirit of God, 
may choose to walk after the flesh. Not only is it 
true that fallen human nature cannot please God, but 
this fallen nature in a Christian, which he carries with 
him until the day of the redemption of his body, finds 
it just as impossible to do the things that are pleasing 
to God. The carnal nature in the Christian is wholly 
evil, and is never mixed with any good. When a 
Christian does evil it is wholly of Satan, and the Spirit 
of God has-no part in it, 

But the Christian has his new nature, which he re- 
ceives from God through the new birth. Does not 
this new nature change the character of the evil that 
the carnal nature is capable of ? No; the new nature 
has no effect whatever upon the carnal nature. It is 
utterly distinct from it and cannot mingle with it any 
more than God can have sin in his nature, 

But if it is impossible for man in his carnal nature 
to be good, it is just as impossible for God no¢ to be 
good, And, amazing fact! it is just as impossible 
for the new nature of a Christian to sin. ‘* Whoso- 
ever is begotten of God doeth no sin, because his seed 
abideth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is be- 
gotten of God’’ (1 John 3 : 9). 

Every Christian, then, has these two natures, one 
wholly evil and incapable of doing good, the other 
wholly good and incapable of doing evil. This is a 
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mystery, and no words of man’s wisdom can explain 
how these two natures exist in one personality. But 
the Word of God does not refrain from revealing truth 
simply because it is difficult. That marvelous First 
Epistle of John many Christians find difficult of 
understanding just because the Holy Spirit there 
draws this clear line between good and evil, making 
no compromise, and showing the impossibility of 
God, and anything that is God-begotten, having in 
them the least taint of sin. ‘‘ My little children, let 
no man lead you astray : he that doeth righteousness 


is righteous, even as he is righteous: he that doeth 


sin is of the Devil’’ (1 John 3: 7, 8). 

The glad message of Romans 8 is that the sinless 
and invincible Spirit of God has taken up his dwell- 
ing in us, and has made it possible for us to permit 
him to win the victories over the temptations that 
assail, 

So we see the second great falsehood implied in our 
complaint, ‘It's awful hard to be good.’’ We fail 
to remember that it is impossible for the Spirit of God 
to be anything but good and well-pleasing to God. A 
sure test of goodness—a test as to whether the Holy 
Spirit or the carnal nature is at the helm—is the ease 
with which the victory over sin is won. Jf 7t isn't easy, 
it isn't good. For if it is not easy, the Holy Spirit is 
not doing it. Whatever difficulty or struggle there 
may be in keeping God’s law is not a difficulty that 
the Holy Spirit is responsible for. It is not hard for 
Him to be good. Dr, Griffith Thomas, in his lesson 
article on page 26, points out that Romans 8 : 4 spells 
** no difficulty.”’ 

This truth is evidenced in human experience as 
well as in the Word of God. Few Christians find it 
difficult to refrain from theft. It need be no more 
difficult to be free from every form of untruthfulness. 
Few Christians are troubled with the temptation to 
murder. We may be just as free from the desire 
to the least irritation or unlove. A Christian man 
stands betore the swinging doors that hide the gilded 
interior of a saloon, the place that has caused his 
ruin. He knows that he ought not to enter, and a 
terrible struggle is going on within him against doing 
this wrong thing. If the evil nature of that man were 
in full control, there would be no struggle. It would 
be easy for him to enter. If the God-begotten nature 
of that man were in full control, there would be no 
struggle. It would be easy for him to walk past the 
temptation, And the God-begotten nature can be in 
full control : this is ‘‘ walking in tne Spirit,’’ —letting 
Him do the walking. 

Let us not fall into the error of despising the Chris- 
tian man's earnest struggle against sin. Dr. Scofield, 
in writing of the privilege a Christian has of stepping 
out of the seventh chapter of Romans into the eighth, 
exclaimed that he wished with all his heart that he 
could get Christians to enter into the seventh chapter 
of Romans. A Christian who comes to the place of 
struggling against the evil of his carnal nature, who is 
impelled to cry, ‘* Wretched man that I am,’’ is in 
the place where God can reveal the marvelous truth 
of victory through the Spirit-life that Christ Jesus im- 
parts. ‘There are too many that are called Christians 
who know nothing of victory because they have known 
little of that struggle. 

But the error that we are far more likely to fall into, 
or rather remain in, is that struggle is. the best we 
can hope for. Let us rather end the struggle, not by 
yielding to the carnal and securing easy defeat, but by 
yielding to the Spirit and securing sure and easy vic- 
tory. 

Let no one imagine that it was hard for our Lord 
to be good. He could not be otherwise. The strug- 
gles he had were not struggles to bring himself to be 
willing to keep the law of God and to do his Will. 
‘«Lo, I.come: in the volume of the book it is written 
of me, I delight to do thy. will, O my God'’ (Psa. 
40:7, 8) In Gethsemane’s prayer, ‘‘ if it be possi- 
ble, let this cup pass away from me,’’ there is no re- 
bellion against the Father's will. Part of that agony 
doubtless was the shrinking of the man Jesus from the 
unspeakable prospect of separation from the Father, 
and the praver mar have asked if there was not some 
other way of purchasing our redemption. But what- 
ever the full meaning of Gethsemane, we may be assured 
that the passion above all other passions in the heart 
of our Lord was to find and to do the Father's will. 

As he is, in the world, so are we (1 John 4: 17). 
If we are led by the Spirit there is no struggle to do 
the.will of God. We cry with him, ‘I delight to do 
thy will.”’ 

Let one word be added. 
an easy life. 


The Spirit-led life is not 
It is the hardest life in all this sin- 
cursed world. It is the life that is under the curse of 
the world. It is the fite against which all the wrath 
of the world is centered, even as it was centered upon 
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Him who hung on the Cross. For the world is still 
a Christ-rejecting world. The Spirit-led life is the life 
that groans, ‘‘waiting for our adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our bodies.’’ It is.the life that walks 
along the blood-marked way, filling up that which is 
lacking of the sufferings of Christ. The Spirit-led 
life is utterly opposed to everything that is of the 
world. For the whole world lieth in the evil one. 
This age of grace is still the age of the Saviour’s suf- 
fering ; and the servant is not above his Master. The 
day that we shall be glorified with him is still future. 
Here again that marvelous eighth chapter of Romans 
adds the necessary word of encouragement and hope: 
‘«For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed to us-ward’’ (v, 18). 

Is it because Christians are not ready to surrender 
themselves absolutely to live this life ‘‘as partakers 
of Christ's sufferings’’ that they are also blind to the 
other truth of the sure and easy victory over personal 
sin ? 

The Spirit-led life is the life that is to resist unto 
blood, ‘‘striving against sin’’ (Heb. 12: 4). This 
does not mean struggling against our besetting sin, 
for the Holy Spirit just three verses before (Heb. 12 : 
1) has told us to /ay aside the ‘‘sin which doth so 
easily beset us.’’ Weare not to struggle against the sin 
of unbelief, but to lay it aside in order that the Holy 
Spirit may win his victory. Then we shall be ready 
to run the race as it should be run, to grow in grace, 
‘‘looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising shame, and hath sat dowh at the 
right hand of the throne of God ’’ (Heb. 12 : 2). ‘He 
it was who did resist unto blood, striving against sin. 
But He never needed to strive against inward rebel- 
lion at God's will. 

There are many surrendered Christians’ who are 
still defeated Christians because they ‘have not seen 
what it is to lay aside their as‘yet unconscious un- 
belief. Completely surrendered to the ‘mastéry of 
Christ and the will of God they are indeed ; there is 
nothing they would not do for: God. ' But, having 
thus yielded wholly, they have ‘not realized that it is 
now exclusively God’ s responsibility to live his niracle- 
life in them victoriously. They are not *‘ believing” 
in Christ for this: because they have not known that 
he wanted them to. But he does ; and the moment 
they thus believe, he will set them free from the law 
of sin (Rom, 8 : 2). vile ci 

For God it is never ‘‘ awful hatd tobe good.”’ «It 
need not be for us, who are not under the law, but 
are led by His Spirit. 























Whom May a Minister 
Unite in Marriage ? 


Does 2 Corinthians 6: 14, '‘ Be not unequally yoked 
with unbelievers,’’ forbid the marriage of a Christian to 
an unbeliever? Ifso, should a minister refuse to perform 
the ceremony? If he performs the ceremony, does he not 
sanction the union? ‘Then if it is wrong to officiate at the 
wedding of a believer and an unbeliever, would it be right 
for a minister to marry a couple when both were unbe- 
lievers ?-—I NDIANA. 

Marriage is the most sacred relation: that two 
human beings can have. It was ordained by God 
before sin had come into the world :. ‘‘ Therefore 
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and he 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh’’ (Gen. 3 : 24). The Lord Jesus Christ quoted 
this passage and added, ‘‘ What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder’’ (Matt. 19: 
5, 6). And the Holy Spirit through Paul, in the pas- 
sage quoted from 1 “Corinthians, forbids a Christian 
believer's marrying an unbeliever. His reason is un- 
answerable : ‘‘ for what fellowship have righteousness 
and iniquity ? or what communion hath light with 
darkness ?”’ 

Therefore a Christian minister cannot unite in mar- 
riage a believer and an unbeliever without deliberately 
breaking with the will of God. And for a Christian 
minister to unite in marriage two unbelievers would 
be for him, as a representative of Jesus Christ, to put 
the seal of Christian approval upon the marriage 
union of two persons both of whom were, as has been 
said, ‘‘striking the face of God with the clenched 
fist.'" For that is the act and the attitude of. all. who 
reject the Son of God as their Saviour, whether they 
realize this or not. Two such: persons .cannot even 
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know whether it is God's will that they should marry. 
Surely a Christian minister cannot, in faithfulness to 
the Word and the will of God, have any share in 
uniting in the most sacred of all human relationships 
those who are repudiating and rejecting the God who 
instituted this relationship. 

For the Christian minister must perform this cere- 
mony in the name of Christ. Those who are outside 
of Christ are indeed subject to the civil regulations 
regarding marriage, and the state, which takes no 
account of Christ's relation to the ceremony, can 
sanction the union, Then the couple are married in 
the eyts of the law, and their obligations to human 
society are met. Their obligation to God is entirely 
unmet, and a Christian minister, unlike the state, 
must act in view of their relationship to God. The 

inister’s sphere of action is sharply limited by the 

lood of Christ, and what is within that blood. 

But what an utterly exceptional opportunity a min- 
ister has to tell of the love of God, and to urge the 
acceptance of His unspeakable gift, Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, when either one or two unbelievers ask him 
to perform the marriage ceremony. With hearts as 
tender and responsive as they are likely to be at such 
a time, the offer of salvation in Christ Jesus may need 
only to be made in order to be accepted. And then 
what a blessed and grateful time that marriage cere- 
mony, in the love of Christ, would be! 


<x 
How Could God “ Repent ” ? 


We have been talking much about ‘‘God’s Repenting,"* 
as in the lesson on J onah (see Jonah 3: 10: ‘‘ And God saw 
their works, that they turned from their evil way ; and 
God repented of the evil which he said he would do unto 
them ; and he did it not’'). As God knows everything 
from first to last, how should I explain it to our school ?— 

A NEW YORK SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT. 

The Bible writers, under the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, often speak about God and his ways as though 
he were aman. But this need never mislead us as 
to God ; for those same Bible writers make it unmis- 
takably plain that ‘«*My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith Jeho- 
vah.’’ (Isa. 55 : 8,. 9). 

, God. never makes any mistakes, which he has, to 
correct. God is never in uncertainty as to what he 
is going todo, God never has to change his mind, 
Therefore the Bible use of the word ‘‘repent’’ in 
connection with God was well explained by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas in the Times of November 6, 1915, con- 
taining the Jonah lesson, as follows : «‘ When it [the 
Bible] speaks of God repenting, we are not to under- 
stand any fundamental change in his character, for 
he is immutable, but his attitude toward man changes 
as man changes, the alteration being in us rather than 
in God, There is no conflict between the thought of 
God's unchangeableness and his ‘repentance.’ Each 
truth is to be emphasized in its proper place. Re- 
pentance in man means a change of will, but repent- 
ance when associated with God means willing a 
change for human life." 

Over and over again in the Old Testament we find 
references to God’s ‘‘repentance.’’ Never once does 
a New Testament writer use this expression of God, 
May it not be that tlris distinction between the Old 
and New Testament is partly accounted for by the 
fact that throughout the Old Testament the law, and 
man’s obligation to keep the law, is prominent; 
therefoie whenever in Old Testament times God 
showed men that it was his purpose to deal with them 
from the standpoint not of law, but of grace, God is 
said to have ‘‘repented,’’—as though he had 
‘‘changed his mind.’’ (At the same time, we find 
references to God’s ‘‘ repentance’’ preceding the giv- 
ing of the law in the Old Testament, and as far back 
as Genesis 6:6.) But in the New Testament we are 
living in an age or dispensation of grace; and God is 
pre-eminently showing grace toward men in this age, 
no matter what men’s attitude is toward God. We 
find no seeming change of any sort, therefore, in the 
attitude of God toward men in this age of grace. 

As.showing the freedom with which the Holy Spirit 
makes use of words, even though what is said at one 
place in the Bible seems to contradict what is said in 
another, we find that in certain passages in both Old 
Testament and New it is declared that God never re- 
pents. ‘‘ The Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent ; 
for he is not a man, that he should repent’’ (1 Sam. 
15:29). ‘‘For the gifts and the calling of God are 
not repented of’’ (Rom. IT : 29). 

In this matter, as in so many others, the comparing 
of Scripture with Scripture leaves us in no real doubt 
as to the meaning of any single passage, while the 
isolating of one passage from the rest of Scripture 
might give us a wholly wrong idea of its meaning. 
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A Terrible Typhoon Test Four Days from China | 


A personal letter to Sunday School Times readers about a 
battle with waves and with Satan on the Japan Sea 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 





E EMBARKED at Kobe, Japan, for the final 
stretch of our journey, a journey that, including 
several short stops, had already lasted more 

than nine weeks. At last we began to feel that we 
were actually homeward bound. 

Only four days away lay China—huge, inchoate, 
bowed with the weight of vast sins, sins that must be 
paid for, a sorry sight in the tangled mesh of her 
heathen impotence, but with a spiritual prospect (if 
so be that the home church arouse itself) as bright as 
the promises of God. 

Only four days away lay proud and historic Shen. 
tung Province ; and at the east end of it our own 
Tsingtau Station, with the country field so dear to 
me, where I had walked and roughed it, and preached 
through the villages, and sorrowed with and for the 
humble Christians,—real spiritual children, 

The experience that we were to face was made the 
more dramatic in contrast because of the nature- 
peace of the scenes we were to enjoy for the first two 
of those four eventful days. We passed through: the 
world-famed Japan Inland Sea, a veritable dream of 
beauty. It was like gliding along over waters charmed 
by good genii in a pleasant tairy-land. Now the 


pine-clad hills came close to us, as if they were magic - 


banks crowding out to greet us. Now they receded 
from us, as magic islands well might do, and left us 
in the midst of a bay-like enlargement full of real 
islands beautiful in a bewildering variety of size and 
charm. 

Here we rushed along on swift current, as of an 
Alpine river surging through one of its wondrous lake 
embouchures ; there we floated on placid waters, 
over which was borne to us the tinkle of bells from 
the Buddhist monasteries that crowned the encircling 
hills. Here were scenes as charming as anything of 
which the Italian lake region can boast ; others not 
so grand as the Swiss can boast, but none the less at- 
tractive. 


Japan’s Loveliness and Heathen Ugliness 


It all had that indefinable, petite loveliness that is so 
associated with many of the famed beauty spots of 
Japan;'and seemed to dovetail in naturally with the 
attractive gardens, the dainty silk patterns, the lovely 
Cloisonne, the exquisite bronzes, and with the innu- 
merable other artistic things and ways and touches of 
this wonderful people. 

And all the: while the sight of many trim stone 
wharves and embankments, of many lighthouses 
neatly planted on attractive heights, the endless per, 
spective of strange sail-craft and jaunty tugs, as noisy 
as busy, together with the omnipresence of keen-eyed 
officials, gave one the sense of being safe and well. 
cared for. 

‘The-attractiveness' of landscape and waterscape 
tended to lull us to forget the seamy side of it all— 
the women with babies fastened to backs, bent in rice 
swamp drudgery, and veritably laboring like the 
dumb and driven beasts ; women living in dark holes 
under the water line of their junk-homes, and tug- 
ging at clumsy sweeps and at heavy oars and rudders; 
women half-clad, mere human automata, coaling 
ships. And there were the temple precincts, which 
were at once Vanity Fairs and the paradise of money 
changers and usurers and sharpers and Alexander 
Coppersmiths.. And the popular temples themselves, 
where the sound of coins falling into the boxes before 
deities could be approached was constant ; where 
kneeling worshipers clapped their hands to attract the 
notice of placid Buddhas ; where the faces of favorite 
gods were, like the bronzed foot of St. Peterin Rome, 
rubbed smooth by suppliants ; where the altars of the 
Goddess of Mercy were stacked with ‘written prayers 
purchased of the priests ; where the figures of stone 
and wooden Japanese Esculapiuses were’ effusively 
kissed by parents and children who longed for healing. 

At last, past Shimoneseki, called the Gibraltar of 
Japan, and past Moji, the Japan terminus of the 
‘*ferry’’ to Korea, we faced the open sea east- 
ward,—a sea not wondrous blue like the A¢gean, or 
like the waters around Honolulu, where balmy. air 
invites to the sea-bath, but cold and olive-green that 
changes: to a dirty yellow as one approaches the 
China coast. 

Not long had we been out when the little Japanese 


Under the lee of-a little island, after a miracle- 

escape from the power of the typhoon--and of 

something worse, Dr. Scott wrote this confession 

that lays bare his soul-struggle and its outcome. 

He wrote it with his friends of The Sunday School 
Times particularly in mind. 








captain of our dinky, bobbing craft, smilingly whis- 
pered to us men that a typhoon was ahead! Clouds 
rapidly gathered, filling the sky and assuming a uni- 
form leaden hue. 

It was not long before some passengers began to 
grow fimp and retire to their berths. The young lady 
teacher from’ New England moaned, ** Oh, if I ever 
get'to China I'l never try to get back-to America!’ 
Others rapidly passed through all the stages of fearing 
to die, and then fearing lest they might not die. 

Tue wind increased to what the captain called ‘*a 
gale."" The steamer plunged with increasing vio- 
lence. To the plunge was~added a roll distressing 
even to experienced ocean travelers. ‘There could 
hardly be wickeder-looking waves. They seemed as 
heavy as lead, lifted themselves slowly and deliber- 
ately, and then viciously threw themselves against the 
frail craft. The engine pounded laboriously, the 
whole ship trembled, and repeatedly the propeller 
worked helplessly high out of water as the ship 
plunged nose down into the sea. 

A few days before we had experienced heavy 
weather on the Pacific,—more assuringly named than 
acting, —had run in front of a typhoon, had encoun- 
tered the equinoctial, which had blown seventy miles 
an hour, _ But that had been on one of the biggest 
and strongest steamers that sails between America 
and Asia, of more than ten times the tonnage of our 
craft, carrying many big life-boats and rafts and pre- 
servers, manned by an experienced crew, and cap- 
tained by a Britisher of ability and reputation. 

We sat on the upper deck, in the lee of a small 
deckhouse. This was preferable to being cooped up 
below, enveloped in nameless, foul, seasicky odors. 
We hung to the house-rail and watched the terrible 
power of the sea as it lifted itself with giant strength 
against us) We remembered a poem about the sea 
whose waves 


** Will purr at your feet like a cat, 
But will crack your bones for all that.” 


At last across amidships came a long-armed terrific 
lunge of the sea that poured a stream of water through 
an aisle between deckhouses, to the rail of one of 
which we desperately clung, flooding us out, We 
then realized how easy it was ‘or waves to wash people 
overboard. So did the captain. His men stretched 
a line along the middle of the ship, and then labor- 
iously helped us inside and below. 


When Life-Belts Were a Mockery 

Crashes of various sizes and kinds were heard in all 
parts of the ship, ranging from dishes and deck furni- 
ture to freight in the hold and crushed superstructure. 
Stewards and sailors and officers were staggering and 
scurrying hither and yon. 

I saw the captain, his perpetual smile gone, run up 
to the bridge. Itcertainly was the place for him then. 

Just thea the sea seemed to gather itself together 
and throw itself up towhelm us. The prowsank into 
a great trough. It looked impossible for it to rise 
under the weight of water. The impression of many 
seemed to be that we were about to founder. Life- 
belts were a mockery. 

By that time I was face to face with a serious prob- 
lem. Was I willing to have my life snuffed out in 
that place and under those cruel circumstances, —will- 
ing to seé my four little children snatched away from 
me by this watery monster, as heartless as resistless ; 
willing: to have my wife sucked down and pounded 
against precipitous near-by rocks,—/for the glory of 
God? Wasl? 

I sensed very poignantly then the recent testing of a 
dear friend who watched the life of a promising son 
apparently ebbing away in pneumonia. Was he 
willing to acquiesce, if God wanted to strangle that 
precious life in that fashion? But during that long 
weary night-watch he had become willing to have the 


life of his precious boy snuffed out, even in that fash- 
ion. And that willingness to let God have his way 


‘had won for this friend the recovery of his son, and a 


new and deep experience of the richness of power 
and joy and satisfaction in Christ, which is the Vic- 
torious Life. 

The main drive of my thoughts, amid distressed 
faces and anxious questions, was this: ‘*1 am aban- 
doning homeland and relatives and friends to serve 
God in China. And I may say in truth I am return- 
ing a humbler man than when I first went out, and 
with a truer realization of the magnitude of the work 
and of my inadequacy, humanly speaking, for it. 
Yet I trust that I am better equipped to take it up. 
At least I have surrendered every other prospeci to 
undertake it. Why must] face this ignoble end when 
I stand ready to serve? Is ‘‘the Victorious Life’ 
for which I pleaded before so many young people in 
America a mirage? Is all that the Princeton Confer- 
ence stands for and about which my friend Robert 
McQuilkin wrote so convincingly in The Sunday 
School Times just an illusion? In the ultimate analy- 
sis is God's will a hard, crushing, unlovely thing for 
our souls? And really is there no comfort even tor 
crises of physical danger ? 


God’s Answer to My Heart-Cry 

With considerable effort I turned from these hid- 
eous, insinuating doubts, and prayed earnestly to God 
for willingness and tor light. And at once there 
flashed on my mind John 7:17: ‘If any man willeth 
to do his will, he shall know of the teaching''; and 
Isaiah 26 : 3, ‘* Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on thee; decause he trusteth in 
thee.’’ 

Then the wonder and privilege of casting myself 
anew upon the will of God suddenly seemed to pos- 
sess me. I was bathed in the blessedness of it. 

Further answer quickly came to me in a strong 
conviction of the exceeding sinfulness -f distrusting 
God's right purposes for his children, I remem- 
bered that ‘‘the wicked [and surely the doubting 
sinner is ‘‘ wicked’’] are like the troubled sea; for it 
cannot rest, and its waters cast up mire and dirt. 
There is.no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.”’ 

Then God gave me great joy even in the presence 
of the raging sea, — the joy of realizing anew the 
Saithfulness of God. Blessed fact! Now I under- 
stood that it was of minor consequence whether God 
wanted our little family as an unbroken band to serve 
him in China for a time or in heaven at once. 

Then I began to praise him. I couldn't help it. 
And verses that my mother had taught me out of the 
Thirty-fourth Psalm poured like a beatific, healing 
flood into and through my mind: 


I will bless Jehovah at all times: 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth, 

My soul shall make her boast in Jehovah : 

The meek shall hear thereof, and be glad. . 

I sought Jehovah, and he answered me, 

And delivered me from all my fears. . . 

‘This poor man cried, and Jehovah heard him, 

And saved him out of all his troubles, 

The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them 
that fear him, 

And delivereth them. 


My heart kept singing, as David's did in the 37th 
Psalm : ‘* Feed on his faithfulness*’ and ** Rest in 
Jehovah.,”’ 

And again in the 36th : 


Thy lovingkindness, O Jehovah, is in the heavens ; 

Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the skies. 

Thy righteousness is like the mountains of God ; 

Thy judgments are a great deep: 

O Jehovah, thou preservest man and beast. 

How precious is thy lovingkindness, O God ! 

And the children of men take refuge under the shadow of 
thy wings. 

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house ; 

And thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleas- 
ures. 

For with thee is the fountain of life: 

And in thy light skad/ we see light. 


Just as the man with the withered arm stretched it 
out at the command of his Lord, so I trusted Him in 
that fearful hour and received his empowering might. 
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And something wonderful happened in my case, as 
in his. The ship began to veer around ; it slipped 
down into a yawning trough of water, and now, 
broadside on to the wind, was slapped by a great 
green leaping wave. The ship heeled over farther 
and farther until it looked as if another Eastland 
tragedy was about to be enacted, Then the miracle 
occurred. 

The ship, against the power of wind and wave, 
slowly, toilsomely righted itself, like a downed wres- 
tler staggering to his feet, despite his clinging oppo- 
nent. Before we could realize what had happened, 
the turn had been completed, and the ship was scoot- 
ing before the typhoon, instead of plunging and roll- 
ing on in its teeth, 

The maneuver accomplished was either idiocy or 
skilled, daring seamanship, for we were at that time 
running between islands of the Korean archipelago 
whose banks seemed to yawn near by, sheer and grim 
on each side of us, and through which the storm 
swept with fury, making a piling up of waters unusu- 
ally violent. Like Paul at sea we certainly did en- 
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counter ‘‘a tempestuous wind’ that caught the ship 
so that it could not face it, gave way to it, and we 
were driven, and running under the lee of a small 
island, we were able to secure the boat. Riding 
safely at anchor while the storm raged over our 
heads, we thanked the Lord for bringing us sately 
unto a desired haven. 

God certainly did help those Japanese mariners, 
though they knew him not, and in so doing. he made 
plain to us, as never before, that the Victorious Life 
does not consist in a Christian pushing through his 
will or in existing without sin, but in realizing the 
faithfulness of God, who is not a man that he can lie 
or deny himself. Praise His Holy Name! 

Dr. Scott has just returned to his war-swept field in 8ban- 

tung Province. From his study window he can see the 

shell-battered buildings, and one of the big shells stil) 
rests in their back yard. Though they found house and 
goods in a bad state, with most household necessaries 
gone, Dr. and Mrs. Scott are seston in the wonderful 
preservation of the mission buil — and other property. 

Any communication to Dr. Scott should be directed care 

ot American Presbyterian ae Tsingtau, Shantung 


Province, North China, On page 24is an announcement of 
interest regarding later articles by Dr. Scott.—The Editor. 





Jean McFadden’s Heart-Test 


The great doctor hears the story 
of the cobweb 


By Lulu Linton 





(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


EAN opened her mouth to answer Miss Brad- 
bury's pathetic plaint, then closed it again, and 
began stroking softly the beautiful waving hair 

she had admired from a distance. Her warm hands 
smoothed the lines from the forehead, the tired face 
relaxed, the eyelids drooped, and presently Miss 
Bradbury was sleeping like a child. Jean had prac- 
tised this trick many times, back forty miles in the 
country. It wasn't a thing you could be trained 
to do. 

When Miss Bradbury awoke she looked up into a 
cheery, sympathetic face. She s™ile? and her smile 
was hike sunshine to the new litue nurse, for so many 
patients woke up cross. Pretty soon they were talk- 
ing, and before Jean knew it she had given her patient 
an insight into her clean, wholesome past, and into 
her hopes for the future. When Miss Varney, the 
special nurse, came in, she noted the faint pink in 
the cheeks of her patient and the different look in 
her eyes, then glanced suspiciously at Jean, as she 
proceeded to take Miss Bradbury's temperature, 

‘¢ You will come back to-morrow ?’’ Miss Bradbury 
asked. But before Jean could answer Miss Varney 
had said, ‘‘ I'm not going out to-morrow.”’ 

‘¢Then the next day—sure,’’ and there was a note 
of authority in her tone that even Miss Varney could 
not ignore. 

Jean was glad that Miss Varney had decided to 
shut her out for one day, for Tuesday afternoon was 
her time off, and she had a sudden plan for using 
every moment of the time. She had never needed 
all her afternoon before, for she had been too much 
afraid of the big city to get far away from the hos- 
pital. 

This plan would take a good part of her scant savings, 
but that didn’t matter, so iong as the lovely lady was 
tired of* living, and doubted if flowers were growing 
out where there was no one but God to take care of 
them. 

On Tuesday, Miss Bradbury caught no glimpse of 
the nurse who was different, but on Wednesday after- 
noon Jean was ready for duty. Miss Flynn called 
her to the desk and said: ‘‘Be careful not to excite 
your patient. Miss Varney made some complaint of 
you day before yesterday, when you were taking her 
place.’’ 

‘Another item to put down against you,’” Jean 
said soberly, as she walked down the hall. ‘You 
had plenty of them, Jean McFadden, without this 
latest scheme—but I’ ve got to carry it out, I’ve just 
got to, for I’m sure it will help her."’ 

After Miss Varney had left the room, Jean looked 
down lovingly into the face of her patient. ‘I'm 
going to disobey orders, I’m afraid,’’ she said, ‘ for 
I'm going to leave vou alone in vour room. It will 
only be long enough for me to #y up to my room and 
back, and you are not to move one finger while I am 
out.’’ 

It seemed only a moment until she returned, for, 
finding the coast clear, she had run lightly all the 
way there and back. She was carrying a good-sized 
market basket, and setting it down she cleared the 


table of the hot-house flowers, then lifted from the 
basket a square box, the bottom made of bark, and 
the sides built up log cabin fashion of rustic sticks. 
Earth covered with green moss filled the box, and 
there, blooming gaily, gladly, profusely, blue violets 
nodded a greeting to Miss Bradbury. She gave a 
cry of delight and reached her hands forthem. ‘Let 
me touch them,”’ she pleaded. 

‘*It might not be sanitary,’’ Jean hesitated ¢ then 
unfolding a newspaper on the white spread, she 
placed the box where Miss Bradbury could touch the 
fresh wild flowers, And, unlike many older, wiser 
preachers, she let ther illustration make its own im- 
pression without trying to explain it. Miss Brad- 
bury’s fingers caressed the flowers, then picked a dry, 
brown leaf from where it had been imprisoned in the 
foliage. ‘* You have been to the beech woods !"’ 
she exclaimed. Jean bobbed her head and sniiled. 

‘Forty miles! How did you do it ?”’ 

‘¢] started early. I had two whole hours out 
home, and might have had more, only I'm so afraid 
of the city late at night.’’ 

‘You hadn’t seen the home-folks for weeks—and 
took all your time to go to the woods and get this for 
me?’’ 

‘¢They all went with me, and we visited every 
minute,’’ Jean answered happily. ‘‘ And oh, how I 
wanted you there! I wanted you to see how glad 
things are to live, the flowers, the birds that had 
come back, the brook, and everything, just because 
the Father made them and put them there to do their 
partetoward brightening the world. If only I could 
have carried you there in my arms, to the biggest, 
grayest beech, and you could hate seen it all for 
yourself, surely—’’ 

Miss Bradbury put both arms about the plump 
shoulders, and pulled the earnest face down to hers, 
and just then Dr. Meade came in. 


T THE sound of his step Jean gently loosened the 
arms of her patient and stood up. Her face 
went white, but she did. not say a word as she 

carried the box to the table near the window. 

‘*« Miss McFadden, you are to go up to Miss Flynn's 
room,’’ Dr. Meade said, and his voice sounded gruff 
and queer ; but Jean went back to the bed, folded 
the newspaper, smoothed the spread, and smiled 
down at her patient, although her lips had lost for the 
moment their healthy scarlet. 

‘* You are not going to reprimand her for anything 
she has done here,’’ Miss Bradbury said very decid- 
edly after Jean had left the room. ‘Look at that 
cluster of growing flowers, and let.me tell you how 
they came here.’’ And Dr. Meade listened while 
she told him. ‘And I had thought the whole world 
cold and heartless, and that no one cared any more 
except for what money they could get for doing things. 
I was tired of it all, the coldness and selfishness, and 
I didn’t want to live. I didn’t want anything—but 
now I want to adopt that girl, to keep her always near 
me, to help me have a sane and wholesome view of 
life. I'm going to get well and strong now, and-I 
want to take her with me to show me what to do."” 

Doctor Meade smiled at her earnestness and the 
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color in her face. ‘* We'll have Miss Varney turning 
me out, and taking your temperature,’ hesaid. ‘And 
now, just to test your change for the better, do you 
think it would be a generous, unselfish, warm-hearted 
deed to take Jean from her chosen work and keep her 
just for your own special enjoyment? Do you think 
you are the only one in this sad old world who needs 
her? Let me tell you some of the things she has 
done.’’ And he told of things that Jean never dreamed 
of the great doctor's noticing ; and at the last he told 
of Jean's face as she stood before the picture of Christ 
and the sick child. 

When he had finished, Miss Bradbury said humbly : 
‘‘I see my own selfishness. She shall go on living 
her own life, and I will take up life again, and be glad, 
Because she has shown me that it is worth while. 

At Miss Flynn’s door, Jean wavered, then set her 
lips with determination to take whatever came, and 
bear it bravely ; but never had she longed so to goon 
with her work as she did at this moment. 

‘*You are to go home soon,”’ Miss Flynn was say- 
ing calmly. , 

‘‘Soon !"’ And the three months were not quite 
finished. She remembered the startled look on her 
mother’s face the day before, until she had explained 
hurriedly why she had come. And Jimmy had found 
a chance to whisper, while he was making the rustic 
box: ‘*My! but I was scared they had sent you 
home.’ These thoughts flashed through her mind 
between Miss Flynn's slow words, The white room 
seemed suddenly whirling around, and she dropped 
down upon the foot of the neat, white bed. Miss 
Flynn glanced in surprise at the drooping figure, and 
actually hurried to add, ‘‘to tell your home folks that 
vou have passed probation, and that you are coming 
back to finish the course.’’ 

Miss Flynn had seen probationers weep over fail- 
ing, but she had never seen one break into such a 
storm of sobs as shook Jean's plump form. ‘* There, 
there !’’ she exclaimed, shaking her soundly. ‘‘ You'll 
excite every patient on this floor.’’ And Jean tried 
obediently to suppress the sobs. As soon as she 
could talk, she said penitently, ‘‘I’ll have to tell you 
why I have been so blue and wretched.’’ 


Miss Flynn, smiled, for she had never seen any evi- _, 


dences of blueness about Jean McFadden. 


7 LISTENED one day to you and Doctor Meade, 
and what I heard made me think I was going to 
be turned down because of my heart. It fe 

sound and all right to me, but Doctor Meade said, 

‘You can't always tell about the heart, but I fear— 

and then I ran, to keep from hearing any more.”’ 

‘Little goose !'’ Miss Flynn said, forgetting her 
dignity long enough to laugh. ‘‘I was telling the 
doctor that you were too impulsive, and that I was 
afraid you let your heart run away with your judgment 
sometimes ; and then he said that we couldn’t always 
tell about the heart, but that he feared we were train- 
ing the head and the hands and neglecting that useful 
organ. He said he had been watching Miss McFad- 
den’s heart action pretty closely, and that he liked 
the results. So you see, little eavesdropper, you ran 
away too soon.’ 

‘*No, I didn’t run soon enough,”’ Jean declared, 
humbly. ‘I had no right to listen to a word of it, 
but oh, I did want to stay—'*. and the tears welled up 
again. 

‘¢ Now straighten up,’’ Miss Flynn said kindly. 
‘You must not be so impulsive, and you must con- 
sult your superiors before doing unusual things.’’ 

**Oh, I won’t—I will,’’ Jean promised. 

‘‘And if you can bear your homesickness a little 
longer, you are to be Miss Bradbury's nurse until she 
is removed from the hospital.”’ 

‘¢] can bear anything, if only I may stay,’’ Jean 
promised eagerly. 

‘¢Then wash your face and go back to your patient. 
Doctor Meade will think it took a long time to give 
you the little talking to that I felt you needed.”’ 

When Jean returned to Miss Bradbury's room, her 
eyes, in spite of the use of much water, were still red 
from weeping, and her face was swollen. 

««Why, Jean !’’ Miss Bradbury cried in alarm, 
«« What is the matter, dear ?’’ 

Jean drew her round face*lown into long, comical 
lines, and said solemnly : ‘‘Our friend, the cobweb, 
has passed away, and it zs hard to bear.’’ Then let- 
ting the corners of her mouth crinkle up into one of 
her infectious smiles, she added, ‘‘ But I think in time 
I'll get reconciled to it."’ 

And the big, wonderful doctor laughed quite as 
heartily as his patient, who had just finished telling 
him the great secret between herself, her new nurse, 
and the cobweb of the second floor hall. 

FRANKLIN, IND. 
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‘Studying the Book ‘of Romans for Yourself | 


And finding in it God’s marvelous secret of how ‘His salvation saves 





_By James M. 


Geay, B.D." come 





he > back in your files of The Sunday School: 
Times to the issue of December 18 and read 

again the advice about studying the book of 
Acts for yourself. The same rules hold good here. 
Do not spend time just now in studving about Ro- 
mans, but plunge into its text at once. Assume for 
the present that it was written by the great apostle to 
the Gentiles, Paul, when he was at Corinth on his 
third missionary journey (15 : 22-29). Assume also 
that as yet he had never visited Rome, and is seizing 
upon the visit of Phoebe to that city to send this letter 
by her (16: 1). Assume futher that he was controlled 
by the Holy Spirit in what he wrote, and that every 
word is to be weighed and considered in that holy 
light. 

—* take up the book and read it through if possi- 
ble at a single reading. As was said in the other case, 
it will not take long to’ do’ this, and it will be well 
worth while. Do not try to memorize anything ; do 
not seek for explanations, and do not be anxious 
about things you do not understand. Recall the 
illustration used in the other case. You are like a 
child sent on an errand and must not loiter by the 
way. Get to the place as soon as you can, and some 
day you may return again with more leisure to look at 
what you missed on the initial journey. 

After the first reading of the book lay it aside for 

your next opportunity to repeat the process. On the 
second or third reading you will find that Romans 
does not lend itself to an outline as easily as the Acts, 
because it is a treatise rather than a historical narra- 
tive. 
Nevertheless it begins easily. First, there is what 
might be called the apostle’s greeting or salutation to 
the church, ‘* Paul... to all that are in’ Rome”’ 
(1: 1-7). Second, a thanksgiving, gliding into an 
expressed desire to visit the church (8-12). But 
somehow, at this point you find yourselt getting lost 
in the woods and instinctively go back again to get 
your bearings. 


Looking, for a Theme 


‘There must be a theme to this treatise,’’ you say, 
‘and if only I could discover that, it would be like 
‘hitting ‘the’ trail,’ and then I could find my way 
through and out.’’ 

Very well, keep that idea in mind in your next read- 
ng, and you will notice there is one word the apostle 
uses a good deal, and sometimes in an unusual con- 
nection. Itis ‘*righteousness.’’ Begin to pick it out 
and write it down in its contextual relation, for refer- 
ence. In chapter 1:17 you find it as ‘‘a righteous- 
ness of God.’’ In 3:21, it reappears in the same 
form, while: the next verse alludes to it as ‘the 
righteousness of God through faith.’’ In 4: 3, 
*‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckonéd:-unto 
him for righteousness.’’ In 5:17, we have ‘‘the 
gift of righteousness.’ In chapter 1o Israel is re- 
buked for ‘‘ being ignorant of God's righteousness,’’ 
while ‘*the righteousness which is of faith’’ is again 
named, and se on. 

Have we here a clue?) What if we say that the 
theme is not merely ‘‘ righteousness,’’ nor yet ‘* God's 
righteousness,’’ but ‘‘the gift of God's righteous- 
ness'’? Scientists speak of ‘‘a working hypothesis,"’ 
a tentative conjecture which they use as a basis for 
investigation, and which subsequent facts may or may 
not uphold. Let us accept this theme as ‘‘a working 
hypothesis,’’ and see whether it will fit the lock and 
open the door to an understanding of this epistle. 


A Working Hypothesis 


I. Now go back to the starting-point, to the earliest 
mention of the theme at 1:17. The apostle has 
purposed to visit Rome that he might have some fruit 
among the Gentiles there. He feels an obligation to 
preach the gospel to them, which he extois as the 
power of God unto salvation. Its power lies in this, 
that ‘* therein is revealed a righteousness of God from 
faith’’ (Rev. Ver.). 

But what follows? An argument to show man's 
unrighteousness, is it not? Or, rather, an argument 
to show that man must receive Goa's righteousness if 
he ts ever to be righteous. To make sure of this read 
the subsequent verses until you meet the phrase again 
at 3°21. What do these verses contain ? 


‘The précious jewel in the golden ring of Scripture 
is the way some one has spoken of Romans. Dean 
Gray had been a Christian and a pastor for years 
before the message of this wonderful epistle flashed 
upon him. One who finds and makes his own the 
truth that Romans holds will know what Dr. Gray 
means by ‘* Such joy angels can never know.” 








(1.) A revelation of man’s unrighteousness (1 : 18). 

(2. ) His guilt in the premises (19-23). 

(3-) ‘The judicial consequences upon him (24-32). 

4. The universal extent of the indictment against him 
(2: 1-16), 

(5.) Including Jews as truly as Gentiles (1 : 17 to 3: 20). 


Is not the argument a convincing one ? 

A little while ago The Sunday School Times, in 
‘«Notes on Open Letters,’’ answered the question, 
«« Why Good Men Are on the Road to Hell'’ 1; and 
from the foregoing do you not think the Times was 
justified in saying that we, as well as our fathers, are 
by nature totally depraved? That is not to say that 
all of us transgress in precisely the same way, or that 
any one of us is as. bad as he can be; but that we are 
separated from God by sin, and that there is abso- 
lutely no hope in time or eternity for any one of us except 
as we come back to God in God's way. This, then, 
is Paul's first division in the development of his 
theme, and we will call it, ‘*The Necessity of the 
Gift’’ (1 : 18 to 3 : 20). 


A Question and Its Answer 

Il. A natural break is reached here, as you will 
see. If all men are guilty in their unrighteousness, 
where will they obtain a righteousness that will satisfy 
God? In other words, if we can come back only in 
God's way, what zs his way? 

The answer starts at 3:21, where God's gift of 
righteousness:to man _-is first explained or defined in 
detail (21-31), and then illustrated (chap. 4). Read 
through this division again carefully,—that is, 3 : 21 
to 4 : 25, and assure yourself of the accuracy of this 
statement, 

What does this division contain? How does it 
define the righteousness which God gives to men? 

1. It is a righteousness ‘‘ without the law,’’—that 
is, a righteousness which man receives, independent 
of the keeping of the law. 

2. It is ‘* witnessed by the law and the prophets,’’ 
—that is, is revealed in the Old Testament as well as 
the New. 

3. It comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 

4. It is the same for all, both Jew and Gentile. 

5. It is the result of grace without works. 

6. It is based on the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ. 

7. In its operation it manifests the righteous char- 
acter of God, who because of the payment of our pen- 
alty by Christ is perfectly just in justifving us who 
believe on him. 

All this is effectively illustrated in the histories of 
Abraham and David. Take Abraham particularly 
(4 : 18-25). He was a lost sinner like all of us. He 
had no righteousness of his own. But God gave him 
a promise which Abraham believed, notwithstanding 
that all natural experience was to the contrary, and 
his faith in the testimony of God was thus made right- 
eousness to him. His character as yet was untouched, 
his experience for the moment underwent no change, 
but so far as his legal standing before God was con- 
cerned he passed from death unto life. 

Now read again verses 23-25 of that chapter, and 
how plain the gospel becomes! We are ‘‘dead in 
trespasses and sins,’’ but God has laid our iniquity 
on ‘* Jesus our Lord,’’ in proof of which he raised 
him from the dead. Do we believe this testimony of 
God concerning the work of his Son? The moment 
of doing so a like change of relationship to God be- 
comes true in our case. For our wrongness we re- 
ceive his rightness. Oh, the glory of his grace! This 





1 In this Open Letter that Dr. Gray refers to, which appeared in the 
issue of December 11, attention was called to the leaflet entitled 
«“W hy Good Men Are On the Road to Hell,”’—a reprint of the edito- 
rial “Is Total Depravity a Myth?” The new ed.tion of this leaflet 
was delayed in coming from the printer, and the publisher was not 
able to supply completely the orders of Times readers for it. C vopies 
can now be had free of charge, “as the Lord may privilege ’’ him, 
from H. J. Koenig, 5 Sanford Place, Jersey City, N. J 


is Paul's second’ gréat division in the development of 
his theme, and we may call it, ‘* The Nature of the 
Gift’’ (3 : 21 to 4: 25). 

Righteousness Imputed, Righteousness Imparted 

Itt. And now at chapter 5 we have another break 
indicated by ‘* Therefore.'" ‘This word expresses a 
consequence and points to a preceding cause. What 
is the consequence? The continuation of the verse 
shows tliat it is the effect of the gift of righteousness 
upon the man who accepts it by faith. For the sake 
of those unfamiliar with Greek it may be stated that 
‘«justified '’ in this verse is the verb form of 
‘‘righteousness '’ in the original, and means ‘‘to be 
declared right.’’ ° 

This division (5 : 1 to 8: 39) is a little difficult, 
but after you have read it two or three times certain 
sub-divisions will suggest themselves. The atoning 
work of Christ is in the foreground in chapter 5 ; 
‘**sin’’ comes into prominence at chapter 6; ‘‘law"’ 
in chapter 7 ; and the ** Holy Spirit’’ in chapter 8, 

Taking chapter § by itself, we find that, being 
justified, man has ‘*peace,’’ ‘‘access,"’ and ‘‘re- 
joicing’’ (vs. 1, 2). Note that the word ‘glory"’ 
(v. 3) is rendered ‘‘rejoice’’ in the Revised Version, 
so that the rejoicing is not only in hope of the glory 
of God, but in tribulations also, and this for the reasons 
indicated in verses 3 to 10. At verse II, ‘*joy"’ is 
rendered ‘‘rejoice'’ in the Revised Version, which 
makes the third object of rejoicing to be God him- 
self. This rejoicing in God through justification is 
made possible by. the ‘‘ atonement’ (‘ reconcilia- 
tion,’’ Rev. Ver.) which has been obtained through 
Jesus Christ. The verses following, almost to the 
end of the chapter, are descriptive of this reconcilia- 
tion and how it has been brought about through Jesus 
Christ. Omit the bracketed verses 13-17 inclusive, 
and this will appear more plainly. 

But while this shows the effect of the gift upon man 
in his relation to God, what about its effect on his 
own character? This is the point discussed in the 
chapter on ‘‘sin.’’ The grace of God in justifying 
man has been abounding. It has been equal to all 
his sin, thus greatly glorifying God. Why then 
should he not, though justified, continue in sin, that 
grace may continue to abound (6:1)? The answer is : 

1. Being thus justified, he is legally ‘*dead to 
sin,’’ and legally walking before God in ‘‘ newness of 
life’’ (2-10). 

2. It is his duty to reckon this to be a fact (11). 

3. On the basis of that reckoning he is not to per- 
init sin to reign in his mortal body—it still dwells 
there, but he must not let it reign there (12). 

4. In the exercise of this duty he is no longer to 
yield himself and his members unto sin, but unto 
God (13). 

5. With the result that sin will not control him 
because of the new sphere in whica he is now living 
(14). 

What Brings the Victory ? 

Here, as Bishop Moule puts it, Paul ‘‘ pauses to 
illustrate and enforce. ‘Two human relations present 
themselves for the purpose ; the one to show the ab- 
soluteness of the surrender, the other its living re- 
sults. The first is slavery (15-23), the second wed. 
lock (7 : 1-6).”’ 

But what is the philosophy back of this teaching ? 
In other words, how will this surrender of the justi- 
fied sinner to God bring victory to him ? 

Paul is proceeding to explain this, but must pause 
a moment to guard against a possible misunderstand- 
ing, which brings us farther into chapter 7. He has 
been using the word ‘‘law’’ in a disparaging sort of 
way, and the thoughtless might suppose that the law 
itself was sin (v. 7). By no means; it is rather the 
divine instrument by which man comes to know sin. 
The law is holy, and righteous, and good (12), but 
man in his natural state cannot keep the law, nor can 
he do so even in his regenerate state, except as he is 
energized by the Holy Spirit. This last is practi- 
cally the thought in verses 13-25. 

This brings us to the chapter (8) about the Holy 
Spirit. It is his operation in the life of the justified 
and yielded man that brings the victory. Observe 
what he does: he makes us ‘‘ free from the iaw of 
sin and of death’’ (2); he gives us a spiritual mind 
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(5); he quickens us (11); he leads us (14); he bears 
witness with us (16); and he helps our infirmity in 
prayer (26). No wonder that as a result we can have 
the assurance expressed in the concluding verses of 
that wonderful chapter: ‘(If God is for us, who is 
against us?*’ ‘* Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God's elect?’’ ‘*Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ ?’’ 

Let us call this the third great division in the de- 


velopment of the theme, ‘‘The Effect of the Gift 


upon Man,"’ in his relation to God, and in his own 
experience (chaps, 5-8). 
Israel’s Relation to the Gospel 

IV. Follow the chapters and verses now until you 
again reach the theme at g : 30, where Paul is dealing 
with Israel’s relation to God. The subject begins at 
9:1, showing that the preceding division ends at 
chapter 8 ; 39. 

And what is the teaching here, and what relation 
does it bear to the theme? Paul is an Israelite, and 
is sorry for his kinsmen who have failed of gospel 
grace (9 : 1-5); all have not failed indeed, which re- 
calls the working of election in Old Testament times 
(6-29); but why. have any failed? Because they have 
been unwilling to receive God's gift of righteousness 
by faith (9 :30 to 10:21). And shall this always be 
the case? Shall the nation never accept this gift? 
Chapter 11 affords the happy answer that one day 
Israel as a nation shall be saved, 

V. Thus ends what may be called the doctrinal 
portion of this great epistle, and .ow begins the prac- 
tical application of it, This will be clear to the patient 
and prayerful reader who observes the rules. Begin- 
ning at chapter 12, pursue your reading to the point 
where the applicatory part concludes and personal 
allusions appear. Shall we call this point 15 : 22? 
If so, may we not say that these personal allusions 
form the conclusion to the epistle, with the exception 
of the benediction and ascription at the very end? 
(16 ; 24-27.) 

Now let us review the rough outline, and state the 
divisions more succinctly, placing them in a column, 
thus : 

The Salutation, I : 1-7. 

The Thanksgiving, 1 : 8-12. 

. The Theme (The Gift of God’s Righteousness), 
I: 13-17. 

Man’s Nee of the Gift, 1: 18 to 3 : 20, 

The Nature of the Gift, 3 : 21 to 4 : 25. 

The Effect of the Gift on Man, 5 : 1 to 8 : 39. 

» Israel’s Relation to the Gift, 9 to 11. 

. The Practical Application, 12 to .15 : 21, 

. Personal Matters, 15 : 22 to 16 : 23. 

10. Benediction and Ascription, 16 : 24-27. 


Going into Detail 

We have accomplished a good deal thus far, and 
yet only enough to see how much more we want to 
get. Recall therefore what was said in the lesson on 
the Acts, and take up each of the foregoing divisions 
in its turn and read and re-read it on the same prin- 
ciple as before. You now have the advantage of see- 
ing the relation of each division to the whole, and can 
the more quickly catch the meaning of its several 
parts. 

As you proceed with this careful analysis from di- 
vision to division, many questions arising in your 
mind at first will find answer without further search, 
But if otherwise, now is the time for you to compare 
Scripture with Scripture by means of the marginal 
references in your Bible, or by the use of a concord- 
ance. In the lesson on the Acts one or two helps of 
this kind were named. I repeat also what was then 
said about commentaries, of which there are many on 
this epistle. If you possess a good general commen- 
tary on the Bible, or have access to one, its treatment 
of the book may be all-sufficient. Otherwise I would 
suggest Stifler’s Commentary on Romans (New York : 
Fleming H. Revell Co., $1.25 net), or the one by 
Bishop Moule (New York: Geo. H. Doran Co., 50 
cents net), or a still more recent one by W. H. Griffith 
Thomas (Revell, 3 vols., $1 each). The other books 
that were named in the previous article will be almost 
equally valuable in studying Romans for yourself. 
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A Personal’ Testimony 

I cannot close without a personal testimony. The 
theme of this epistle, ‘‘ The Gift of God's Righteous- 
ness to Men,’’ is the very essence of the gospel. 
**Gospel’’ means ‘‘good news.’’ But it is not 
enough to say that the ‘‘good news"’ is ‘‘ salvation."’ 
We want to know more. What és salvation? What 
makes it salvation? What does God actually do for 
men that saves them? We know what men must do 
to de saved; that is, believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; but what does God do for the man who thus 
believes? One's heart begins to leap as he thinks of 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


it, his hand trembles with rejoicing as he writes it— 
God actually gives to that man a rightness in His 
sight which fully satisfies God forever ! 

Oh, the hour when this first flashed across the 
writer's consciousness ! He had been a Christian for 
years, a pastor for some years, but he had not seen 
this. Since that hour, however, God has permitted 
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him to be an instrument in helping other souls to see 
it. It has been the exposition of this glorious epistle 
that has done the work. Will it do it again? Is 
some reader of The Sunday School Times now having 
this truth revealed tq his heart and understanding? 
Such joy angels can never know. 

CHICcAGo. 





And the message the dying 
Italian soldier left 





a 


— 
The Death Field of Venerdolol 


By W. H. Morse, M.D. 








In the army of the Alpini, Italy’s King had appointed two Waldensian chaplains. 
One of these sent to his friend Paolo the vivid and heart-searching description of 


the field of death after the seizure of Venerdolol Pass. 


Paolo, whom The Sunday 


School Times readers will remember as the Italian emigrant who some three years 
ago in America was turned from atheism to the Saviour and from money-making 
to soul-saving, passed the story on to Dr. Morse, ‘I blame myself for trying to edit 
my friend Paolo’s letters,” Dr. Morse writes, ‘as I cannot make them as eloquent as 


he.” 


The Waldensian chaplains were spurned by Austrian and by Italian soldiers, 


~--but for far different reasons, 


T WAS not a dream; it was real. All the air 
around was so thick and dark, The shadows were 
very long there among the mountains. A moun- 

tain stream was swollen with an account of blood. It 
made a strange sound, There were other strange 
sounds, and the stream had not all the blood. There 
were red leaves; there were groans, There was a 
substance to the shadows that made the color dark, 
and gave a peculiar accent to the groaning, 

The time? After a July midday. There had been 
a morning. At sunrise the Austrians held the pass 
Venerdolol. They were passionately revengeful, and 
showed white teeth. While the sun was yet frugal 
with its rays their lips had closed over the teeth, and 
they had advanced to meet the Alpini. 

Advanced to meet the Alpini? The death! Ad- 
vanced so confident and offensive. Thenthereply : a 
sound of craving and eagerness that had nothing articu- 
late in it but blood. Revengeful passions were called 
up. There was the answer of pressing footsteps, and 
the swelling forward of the Alpini like some mighty 
heave of waters. War. That was. all. The roar, 
the rush, the upturning of many faces. Then the 
double-eagle was trampled on, and the teeth that 
had snarled chattered as the smoke hid the retreat. 

‘On to the Brizce !"’ 

It was after the battle, and the wind from the south 
was not strong. The Alpini was out of distance up 
in the mountains, and the battle must be in the 
Brizce. Venerdolol was the field that had been 
plowed before noon. War. The upturned faces 
waited. The groans, the stream, found echoes. 
Even the sad murmuring was echoed. Men were 
dead, men were dying, men were so ignorant, so hun- 
gry. Ignorant? The surgeons taught with knives. 
The Red Cross was generous. Some one had raised 
the colors of Italy on a pole above a rock. Some two 
or three of the wounded tried to shout ‘‘Bravo!’’ 
An Austrian lay dead at the foot of the pole, with his 
lips drawn back from those teeth. Opportunity had 
developed those teeth. There were still hisses from 
the wounded, The dreadful disfiguring hand of strife 
had been ruthless as firmness had met animosity, and 
the echoes whispered to the hiss, the moan, the curse, 
the despair under the smoke that was clearing. 

‘*You are busy, sir?’’ 

That question had been asked over and over again, 
now by surgeons, now by the nurses, 

‘In a minute !”’ 

That was always the answer. But more than sixty 
mere seconds were crowded then into Pastor Pascal’s 
minutes. Great with business they were. 

‘¢This way, pastor !"’ 

*©Yes, now! Which?’’ 

‘*No; this one !”’ 

‘¢ These, sir !’’ 

‘*That is g/’intrusi/ Leave him! This way !"’ 

‘*Fool! Leave me!’’ The Austrian had his cru- 
cifix to his lips, and repelled the chaplain. ‘' You! 
Whoare you here? What? A pastor of the Valdese, 
a chaplain in the Italian service? You! You?’’ 

The pastor did not mind the curses that followed. 

** What is this ?’’ 

It was an Italian soldier whose arm had been 
shattered, and who was being attended by a surgeon. 

‘«What is that?’’ he repeated. ‘A fool Walden- 
sian here as chaplain ?’’ 

‘*Fool !’’ repeated the Austrian. 
him !”’ 


“Yes! Curse 


The next minute they had covered his face. 
was dead. 

‘*Herel’’ The surgeon had taken the crucifix 
from the dead lips, and passed it to the Italian. 
‘‘Here! Want it?’’ 

“That? Nol’’ Amid all the horrors of the 
reddened field that ‘*Nol’’ was ghastly. ‘No! 
That? No}’’ 

Then Pastor Pascal came. 
the man ?’’ 

‘‘No!’’ again, and still ghastly. 
me! Out of this !’’ 

Love, with lifted hands, would have conquered his 
repulsion, but it was too late. Life fled. Love still 
stood by. There was much to do. In the great 
need it stood for much more than ever on that day, 
and as the shadows lengthened. He was such a busy 
man, that Waldensian chaplain. It was for this that 
he had come into the Alpini, he and Pastor Bertalot, 
And Bertalot? Where was he? In the Brizce? 

And the Catholic chaplains? . Where were they ? 

‘* Jo son visurresione e la vita!”’ 


He 


Should he pray with 


‘*Fool to ask 


Words pronounced by nerves from the pastor's. 


heart, and pronounced again and 
**Dormel’’ *‘* Dorme"’ is ‘*asleep,’’ 
went to sleep slept well. 
away from life! 


again until 
and they who 
Ah, how they wandered 
Wandered, hopeless, Crushed out 


of life in that pass, under a horror of hammers; ' 


made rich variety to the soil, and yielding souls to 
darkness. 

Some of the wounded are in silent despair. Some 
show a lingering interest in life. Some close their 
eyes and try to find their thoughts. One miserable 
Sicilian is so shattered and intoxicated with horror 
that he sings, sings a snatch of the Mameli. There 
are Austrians with quiet smiles; but they are dead. 

‘¢ You will hold his hand, pastor!’’ 

The surgeons are operating. The leg is useless. 
So is the head. The pastor takes the man’s hand, 
and the knife is busy. So is death, busier than the 
chaplain. 

‘* To son—"* 

‘*No use, pastor! He has gone!”’ 

The surgeons move on. The knives are still keen, 

‘*You will take my word to my mother at Cas- 
erta?’’ a soldier asks the chaplain, 

“¢T will.”’ 

A smile plays around the bloody face. 

‘‘T shall never see Caserta. Tell her it is—all 
right.”’ 

‘All right with you and your God, friend ?’’ 

‘‘ All right with Italy! Thatis it. Italy lives, I 
shall die. It is ugly dying here.’’ 

‘«T will tell your mother. Shall I pray? 
read you the words of the Saviour ?’’ 

The words were read, and the prayer ascended. 
The soldier slept, exhausted. It was not death yet. 
Death was busy elsewhere. The man might see 
Caserta yet. 

Time has stopped making its mark. There is no 
sunset in the pass at Venerdolol. To-morrow is 
Sunday, but to-morrow is not known on war-fields, 

‘‘I am sorry. There is no chaplain here. You 
know our chaplains are fighters now, and they are up 
in the Brizce, fighting.’’ 

The nurse spoke gently. 

‘I do not care for one,’’ the wounded man said. 
‘* You will. read for me, brave nurse. My eyes are 
darkened. See! This book. Read.’’ 


Shall I 
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LESSON FOR JAN, .23 (Rom. 8 : 12-30) 


A New Testament is taken from his pocket. They 
are wide and far apart, the nurse and the sufferer. 
They differ. The nurse holds the book with a trem- 
bling hand. ? 

‘** Procacciate la carita~’"’ 

«That is good!"’ the sufferer says, tasting the words. 

‘“‘Ah!"’ It is the chaplain, the Waldensian. He 
looks over the rocks at them. ‘*Can I?"’ he asks. 
‘«Is there trouble? Can I help?"’ 

**Who?"’ asks the sufferer. 

‘*It is one of the Valdese pastors,’’ the nurse re- 
plies. Then to the pastor, ‘‘He asked me to read 
this to him." 

The pastor has no curiosity for the scene. He 
brushes the hair back from the wounded man's face, 
and the nurse’s head is shaking solemnly. 

‘My man,"’ the pastor says, ‘is it well? You 
have the Blessed Book. You are one of us? Praise 
God! Nurse, if you will bring a surgeon.’ 

‘I know!’ the soldier says. His voice is quite 
strong. 

‘* You know ?"’ the chaplain asks. 

««I know that my Redeemer liveth.’’ Very plain 
words, 

** Praise God!"’ 

‘««I know I cannot live. I cannot see you, sir. I 
can see the dear Jesus by faith."’ . 

‘«T will take your message. Towhom? You have 
parents? Where?’’ 

‘In America. I was called. I came. Over there 
I fell in love with Him, dear Jesus.’’ 

A burst of pain. When he tried to speak again it 
was with effort. 

‘«] was true to my country and to Him. I fought 
for Italy, and—not for Him, as I should. No, not as 
I should. I could have told more of him. The sol- 
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diers were so interested in us from’ America, and I 
ought—"’ 

The whisper faded. After a little he went on. 

‘* Reservists could do so much good in the army if 
they were in love and not afraid! I—’"’ 

The nurse was coming with the surgeon. The chap- 
lain looked up. When he looked down again the man 
was not breathing. 

‘* You have his Testament,’’ he said to the nurse, 
‘* Keep it! God bless it in your hands,"’ 

. The surgeon was swearing. 

‘*Enough to do without call to a dead man!"’ he 
said. 

The nurse had the book in an inside pocket. The 
chaplain folded the man's hands across his breast. 

‘¢ The only Christian death I have witnessed,'’ he 
said. Then he added, using the words quite ten- 
derly, ‘* He was from America. He found his Saviour 
there.’’ 

‘There was a star high up above the pass, but it was 
not night. The field of Venerdolol began to feel a 
breeze from up in the mountains, and on it came the 
sound of artillery. The wounded Austrians tried to 
smile. Maybe Brizce was saved. Perhaps the sun 
would shine on the morrow. 


‘*The man was Carlo Fosci,’’ wrote the chaplain 
to Paolo Curci. ‘*He had been in Boston. I make 
no doubt he was a good soldier of Christ. After the 
horrors of that day, to be with him at his death was 
refreshing.’’ 

Writing of this, Paolo Curci adds: ‘* Mark this now: 
the reservists can be of great advantage when they 
come. Give them the living Word for Italy, for sol- 
diers who, without it, will die Christless.’’ 

HARTFORD, CONN. 





Make 1916 a Banner Attendance Year! i 


Four 


‘attendance spurs" that have brought new life 
to the Sunday-schools that tried them J 








Our Gilt Star Plan 


VERY Sunday a gilt star is pasted on a large 

sheet of glazed paper opposite the number of 

,any class (1) whose members have all been 

present ; (2) have been on time ; (3) know their les- 

son and home study ; (4) have collection ; (5) and 
have their Bibles with them. 

At the end of the quarter the class with the most 
stars receives a red satin banner, with the words 
‘* Banner Class’’ inscribed in gold, and on the fol- 
lowing Sunday this is placed, after being attached to 
a neatly arranged pole, at the end of the pew where 
that class is sitting. 

They keep this banner for three months after get- 
ting it, or until, at the end of that period, another 
class wins it from them.—J/. S. MacArthur, New 
Glasgow, Nova Scotia. 

% 


A New Use for Church Calendars 


HE pastor of a large church in a Southern city has 
found a new use for the church calendar. He 
devotes the second page to a detailed report of 

the Sunday-school for the previous Sunday. This re- 
port is covered by departments and classes. Every 
class appears, together with the teacher's name. And 
opposite the name is the record of the class, showing 
three facts : the number present, the number absent, 
and the collection. 

It is not a new plan to have the Sunday-school re- 
ported in the church calendar, ‘but it is quite new to 
have the Sunday-school report given in detail, so that 
the individual record is seen. 

It is not a new plan to have the number of scholars 
present reported, but it is quite new to have the atten- 
tion of the whole school called to the number absent. 
The attendance of the school has increased steadily 
since the record has been published, and without any 
other suggestion than the publication of the number 
absent several classes have been stimulated in their 
zeal for a perfect attendance. And on a recent Sun- 
day four classes made the ~ atter of their absentees 
the subject of a prayerful conference in the class ses- 
sion. This discussion was followed by the appoint- 
ment of groups of scholars to call regularly upon the 
absent ones until they should bring them back. : 

This newer interest in the classes has quickened the 
spirit of the entire school, so that on a recent Sunday 


with unfavorable weather conditions the Sunday-school 
registered the largest attendance in the history of the 
church.— Dr. William A. Brown, Chicago. 
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The School’s Temperature Chart 


N ATTENDANCE chart, similar to the tem- 
perature charts used in hospitals, has been used 
successfully for a number of years in an up-to- 

date city school as a direct and practical incentive for 
attendance. 

Upon a large sheet of cardboard draw at equal 
distances apart as many vertical lines as there are to 
je Sundays in your school year, marking each line at 
both top and bottom with the date which it repre- 
sents. For convenience, a heavy or double line may 
be used for the first Sunday in each month. 

Draw a horizontai line to represent each child who 
is to join and attend the school, from one at the bot- 
tom of the chart up to the highest number you aim to 
secure during the year at thetop. The lines do not rep- 
resent specific children, but each Sunday the presence 
or absence of each specific child will make one more or 
one less line count in the record for that day. If 
your school is so large that the use of a line for a 
chiid is impractical, let each line represent five chil- 
dren or, if necessary, ten. The lines need not be 
more than three-sixteenths of an inch apart. For 
convenience in counting, each fifth line should be 
heavier or double. Number these cross-lines on each 
side.of the chart, from the bottom up. 

On the line of the first Sunday start with a blue 
pencil a cross-line at the intersection of that date-line 
with the horizontal line representing the number of 
registered members of the school on that first day ; 
for example, you may start January 23 with 100 mem- 
bers. Start on the same date-line, with a red pencil, 
a cross-line to represent the actual attendance. If 
there are 86 present, mark the red cross-line above 
the line numbered 85. 

If any two of these eighty-six members should fail to 
come the second Sunday, and two new pupils should 
be added, your blue cross-line will rise two points, to 
102, and your red cross-line will again mark eighty- 
six as your attendance for January 30. 

If a blizzard should come on a Sunday, your red 
line may fall almost to zero, while Children’s Day or 
Rally Day may raise it far above the blue. The chil- 
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dren should aim to raise the blue line to the top of 
the chart, and to keep the red as close to it as they can. 

The chart should be tacked on a board and hung 
in a prominent place, low enough for the children to 
study it closely. It should be marked during the 
closing exercises each week, and attention should be 
called to the fact that each individual child's presence 
keeps the red line from dropping a point. If Billy 
Jones is on hand, the red line is one point higher than 
it would have been if he had stayed at home or gone 
to the beach for the day; if he brings his little brother 
or neighbor into the school and keeps him there, he 
will raise both the red and the blue lines a point. — 
Fannie Wilder Brown, Boston. 


* 
Our New Banner System at Work 


EARLY every one can be interested in a contest, 
and the ‘* Banner System’’ used in the First 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of Millville, N. J., 

is a contest. The plan was devised after hearing 
meager details of one in use in another school, and 
consequently it is original in a number of points. It 
was put in operation during a period of reorganization 
in a school of twenty-nine classes, and twenty-three of 
them are entered in the contest. 

Briefly described, the Banner System gives credit 
for punctuality of teachers and scholars, attendance, 
church attendance, bringing Bibles, home study, per. 
fect class, and bringing new scholars, with deductions 
for loss of scholars and for disorder. ‘The class scor- 
ing the greatest number of points during a month holds 
the banner the following month, and the two classes 
with the highest scores for a full year each receive a 
banner to be retained the succeeding year. 

A Roll of Honor is posted conspicuously each 
month, and contains the names of the ten leading 
classes. As soon as possible after the awarding of 
the annual banners it is proposed to have a reception 
by the rest of the school in honor of the two bannes 
classes, and the parents of the members of the whol 
school will be invited to attend. 

The roll of classes is called at the opening of the 
session to ascertain the number present on time, and 
slips are inclosed in the class-books, to be filled in 
with the necessary data. Blanks are prepared, for use 
of the secretary out of school hours, on which to record 
the daily score and running totals. 

The slip enclosed each week in the class-book is 
filled in beforehand with the number of the class, 
name of teacher, and date, and calls for the following 
information : 


Teacher present. 

Number of scholars present. 

Number at morning church service (including teacher). 
Number of scholars bringing Bibles. 

Number of scholars having studied lesson at home. 
Names of new scholars, and by whom brought. 


The data filled in on this slip by the teacher is 
transferred, together with the record of the roll-call, 
to the nonthly score-sheet. The score-sheet used is 
about 4% x6¥% inches, and has the following printed 
upon it, with spaces for the record of five Sundays 
(spaces for only one Sunday are shown here : 
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(Continued on page 31) 
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The Christmas Gift Billy 


Sunday Left for Syracuse 
By the Rev. Albert C. Fulton 





Syracuse is now preparing for a“ reaction.”” But not the 
kind that the saloon men, and other enemies of righteous- 
ness, are hoping for. Mr. Fulton has wanted his closing arti- 
cle on the Syracuse campaign to be a tribute to the man 
whom he and his fellow-ministers have come to love, and 
who has exalted the Cross and the Saviour in their city. 

Billy Sunday's next campaign starts in Trenton, Sunday, 
January 2. The Philadelphia trail-hitter “teams,” which 
several weeks ago were d in the Trent h 
to testify to what God had done for them, discovered that 
a revival was already under way there. The Billy Sunday 
News Bureau of The Sunday School Times will report the 
Trenton campaign, which will reach into other towns for 
miles around the New Jersey capital itself. 


E LEFT Sunday night at half-past ten. ‘* What 
did he take with him?’’ Oh, he took a Chi- 
cago draft, representing two or three bushels of 
nickels, dimes, quarters and half-dollars, and a bun- 
dle of checks, the voluntary offering for his services, 
One hundred business men gathered at the First Na- 
tional Bank at the close of the evening service, and 
when Mr, Sunday was requested to meet the treasurer 
of the campaign committee to transact a little confi- 
dential business, he was confronted with as fine a cen- 
turion guard as Syracuse could muster. 

During the month previous there had been be- 
stowed upon him a silver cup, an upholstered chair, 
three cakes, a red sweater, a bunch of roses, a ther- 
mometer, a bath robe, three or four books, a railroad 
lantern, a basket of fruit, and a dozen pairs of gloves, 
not to mention the large invoice of knickknacks and 
paraphernalia that filtered in through the various dele- 
gations which have visited the tabernacle during the 
past seven weeks. 

If Billy Sunday can pass through the next dozen 
years and keep a level head, preserving his modesty 
and humility, it will be another evidence of the right- 
ful claim to greatness. If his sterling character and 
unspoiled simplicity can withstand the subtle and 
deteriorating effects of applause, praise, presents, and 





laudation, it need never fail under rude sppésition ’ 


nor open attack. Villars took leave of Louis of France 
with the plaintive appeal: ‘‘Defend me from my 
friends ; | can defend myself from my enemies.”’ 

Startled passengers stared from the windows of the 
South Western Limited as it wormed its way cautiously 
through a swarm of some ten thousand of Billy Sun- 
day's friends who had come to the station to bid him 
farewell. A tourist who passes through Syracuse 
passes very much through, for down one of the main 
streets rolls the slowly moving train and one can peer 
into offices, banks and department stores and read the 
price mark on the goods. But it is not customary for 
the natives literally to embrace a very large and widely 
known passenger train, nor do they usually flock to 
the station to see the cars go by. But by one im- 
pulse, without arrangement or instruction, a very large 
section of Syracuse was at the New York Central sta- 
tion when Billy Sunday, tired, smiling, and happy, 
stepped aboard his train. 

‘But, do you know, George,’’ turning to his son, 
‘« those fellows over at the bank certainly did get my 
goat for a minute. It takes a good deal to make me 
cry, but they sprang an entire surprise on me, I ex- 
pected to meet one or two of the committee, but 
wasn't prepared for anything like that.”’ 


HEN the last gleam of the red lantern disap- 
peared in the swirling snow and smoke of the 
yards, Billy Sunday's friends were singing, 

‘* Brighten the Corner’’ and gazing out into the west 
toward Winona Lake. 

Yes, he’s gone! ‘' But nothing can bereave him 
of the force he has made his own, being here.’’ We're 
glad the committee changed all those nickels and 
dimes into a little bit of portable paper. The men 
who gave the checks will receive them again with the 
strong, Spencerian signature of ** W. A. Sunday,’’ an 
autograph to be highly prized. He will make good 
use of that money. But he will have to take some of 
it to hire wayehouse room for all the truck people in- 
sist upon giving him. ‘‘Ma’’ Sunday's housekeep- 
ing is not simplified by the fifty-seven varieties of 
tokens of esteem which Billy Sunday has to lug home 
as the price of success and friendship. But that 
looked like an awfully comfortable chair, and the 
silver cup would grace a king's trophy room ! 

What did he leave behind? Oh, some tens of 


thousands of men, women and children, to whom, six 
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months ago, his name was but a name but to whom 
Billy Sunday is now an inspiring memory and for 
whom his ringing words of hope and thrilling messages 
of life and truth will be a priceless possession. He 
left behind as a Christmas present for scores of homes, 
confidence, love, provision and good cheer, where last 
year there was suspicion, misery and want. In the 
city where he has labored it is easier to be good and 
harder to be bad than it was before he came. There 
lingers that intangible, vague, but essentially vital 
thing called atmosphere, opinion, public sentiment, 
which is now congenial toward every struggling im- 
pulse for decency, honesty, and sobriety. Already 
there is being formed out of the material which Mr. 
Sunday has left warm and plastic, an association of 
men who are to encourage in law-enforcement and 
civic righteousness the city administration that comes 
into office the first day of January. 

Beyond the fondest expectations the campaign has 
been a success, The churches are rejoicing over the 
new members who are crowding to their doors, but even 
more valuable to them as institutions than swelling 
church rolls, is the new spirit of enthusiasm which has 
taken possession of the former members and official 
boards. Without new members the churches would 
be new for they have caught a new vision. 

The sweeping impulses of the closing days of the 

campaign converged on the four services of Sunday, 
December 19. On that day Billy Sunday spoke to 
more people than the average minister addresses in a 
pastorate of five years, preaching fifty-two Sundays in 
the year. So impressive and convincing were the 
messages that 2,332 people came down the sawdust 
aisles to take him by the hand in token of a new found 
faith and a confession before their fellow-men of al- 
legiance to Jesus Christ as Lord and Master. 
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When one little man, weighing 142 pounds, not in- 
cluding his sealskin overcoat, can come into a com- 
munity and address 911,000 people, impelling 22, 499 
of them publicly to take a stand for a cause which 
previous to his coming they had no intention of 
supporting and to which many of them were stub- 
bornly opposed; can induce men to change life-habits; 
can blast false hopes and establish wholesome faith 
in discouraged hearts ; can put sunshine in lives that 
had long been in cloud and gloom ; can restore the 
cursing, drunken father to children and wife as again 
the provider and protector in the home; can make 
his own name a household word and synonymous for 
everything that is clean and honest and kind, —he has 
revealed a power that displays man’s nature in the es- 
sential elements of God-given leadership, and by his 
accomplishments he has become an exponent of 
Christ’s own high doctrine of humanity. 


ENTION has been made of the saloon-keeper 
who hit the trail, gave up his saloon and started 
out for an honest job, Rodeheaver met him in 

a shop where he was conducting a meeting, his white 
coat and apron doffed for jumpers and overalls. 

‘You stick to it,’’ said Rody, ‘‘and you will come 
out on top.’’ 

‘I’m already on top!’’ was the convincing reply. 

Syracuse is on top and if there are heights beyond, 
will stick to it until they are gained. 

Reaction! Yes, the kind that follows a spring rain]! 
Reaction! The same that comes with the solstice, the 
signs of which are buds and bursting seeds and dor- 
mant things come to life! The people of Syracuse 
are fearing a reaction from the Billy Sunday campaign 
about asa farmer fears the reaction of a well sown 
field. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 
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One of the most terrific 


- books on missions ever Settee fer 0 maleleeny to: Thay 26 Soar Speer ae 


Amy Wilson Carmichael. The book tore the mask from some phases of 
Its pictures were only too true,—dark with Satan's awful power. A need 


in India. 


real heathenism 


was felt for something to supplement it, and Miss Carmichael wrote another remarkable 


book called "Overweights of Joy." 


Charles Emest Scott’s aiticles in The Sunday School Times tore the mask from 


heathenism in 
published. 


Carmichael’s "Things as They Are" did for India. 


China as far as that could be done with English words that could be 
In many ways these faithful pictures of darkness did for China what Miss 


But Dr. Scott has also had 


Overweights of Joy in China 


Several articles will be published in 1916 that will give glad pictures of the miracle power 
of the "Acts of the Apostles" as it is working in China. 


The dark bangers of the heathenism against which these pictures appear serves to 


magnify the Grace * 


Him who is a Light to those in the shadow of darkness. 


ve following articles are already planned for: 


Apostolic Shepherding of China’s Little Ones 


There are apostolic Christians in China. 


and test our American ity. 


Let us use them as a mirror in which to see 


Enmeshed in a Heathen Lawsuit Web 


Such a web in China seems as sure and strong as the iron bolts that kept Peter in prison. 
The same miracle touch of the living God that touched those iron bars was-needed to 


touch the iron bars of Chinese hearts. 


Cornelius’ House on a 


As surely as Peter was sent to Caesarea 
to a village of primitive mountaineers in 


Chinese Mountain Top 


to the righteous centurion, Dr. Scott was sent 
China, where God had already come and 


prepared them for his messenger with the full light. 
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LESSON FO JAN. 23 (Rom. 8 : 12-30) 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 23. THE SPIRIT OF LIFE 


Golden Text: As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.—Romans 8 : 14 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


PATHETIC dispatch was published in the news- 
papers a few weeks ago when Serbia was being 
overcome. It read: ‘*‘ The morale of the Serb- 

ians is splendid. Half-trained t $s march to battle 
singing like veterans. Their aged king is fighting 
in the trenches, clad in the uniform of a private. He 
seeks death, saying, ‘When I am killed you can flee 
or surrender.’ Famine and misery prevail.” 

The heroism of such a king is splendid; but the 
hopelessness of the picture is heart-breaking. For 
two things stand out: death and defeat. 

What a contrast between the heroic but hopeless 
cause of this earthly king (as he viewed it) and the 
cause of the King whom we serve! Our Lord Jesus 
Christ never says to his followers: ‘‘When I am 
killed you can flee orsurrender.” He says, ‘‘ Because 
I have died and have risen from the dead you may 
always be victorious.” 

That is the message of the marvelous chapter that 
we are studying. Quote from Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 2) the striking figure of the sparkling point of the 
jewel book in the ring of the Scriptures. 


Our Background Material 


Three of this year’s lessons are from the Epistle 
to the Romans,—those of January 23, November 12, 
and November 26, from chapters 8, 14 and 15, and 12. 

To master the entire book, one of the most wonder- 
ful in the Bible, follow the plan fully and clearly laid 
out by Dr. James M. Gray on page 21 in this issue. 
The main message of the book can be shown to the 
class: first, the theme of the whole book, The Gift 
of God's Righteousness; then the main sub-divisions, 
(rt) The Necessity of the Gift; (2) The Nature of the 
Gift; (3) The Effect of the Gift upon Man; (4) Israel’s 
Relation to the Gift. Explain to the class a little of 


the meaning of each of these points and the theme of,,,: 


the book as a whole. 
Another outline of the book in seven divisions is 
given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles , 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Three weeks ago we learned that when Jesus 
‘*ascended on high,” ‘‘he gave gifts unto men.” 
Two weeks ago we learned of his giving his great 
gift to his believers,—the Holy Spirit. Last week we 
saw how this gift of the Holy Spirit to the believers 
made it possible for them, in a new and supernatural 
way, to share the gift of eternal life with others. And 
to-day we are to learn more about the miracle that 
follows in our lives when we take all that the indwe]l- 
——, Spirit offers us. 

ave a few verses from the seventh chapter of 
Romans (14, 15, 18, 19, 21-23) read aloud in class, 
and ask the members if they have ever had any ex- 
rience like that intheir own life. Every Christian 
nows too much about it. And a great many Chris- 
tians (like the writer of this lesson article up to a 
few years ago) actually believe that the seventh 
chapter of Romans describes the necessary and per- 
manent experience of Christians throughout this life! 
Satan wants us to believe this. But to do so we 
must cut out of our Bibles the last two verses of the 
seventh chapter and the entire eighth chapter. 

A few days after Christmas, on the morning that 
the writer took up the study of this lesson for the 
writing of this ‘‘ Lesson Pilot,” he found on his edi- 
torial desk a Christmas card that had been delayed 
in reaching him, It was from Mr. Howard A. Banks, 
Private Secretary to the Secretary of the Navy of the 
United States, whose articles have already brought 
him into fellowship with readers of ‘The Sunday 
School Times; and it bore this message, with a beau- 
tiful picture of a stream of living water: ‘* The law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death.” ‘hat is God’s 
word in Romans 8:2. And, praise God, it is true; 
true because God says so; and God has proved its 
truth to all who have let him do so. 

But it doesn’t sound much like the seventh chapter 
of Romans, does it? No; it is God’s offer to bring 
us forever out of the bondage of Romans 7 into the 
freedom of Romans 8. Have you and your class ac- 
cepted his offer ? 

et us take the message of the entire eighth chap- 

ter as our lesson to-day. Bring out the striking and 
illuminating fact shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 
4) that verse 1 of chapter 8 summarizes chapter 5 of 
the book of Romans; verse 2 summarizes chapter 6; 
erse 3 summarizes chapter 7; and verse 4 summa- 


Rom. 8 : 12-30. Commit verses 16, 17 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Romans 8 : 12-17, 26-30.) 


12 So, then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh : 13 for it ye live after the flesh, ye must 
die ; but it by the Spirit ye put to death the ! deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, these are the sons of God. 19 For ye received not the 
spirit of bondage again unto fear; but ye received the spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit 
himself beareth witness with our Spirit, that we are children of 
God : 17 and if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer with Aim, that we 
may be also glorified with Aim. ... 

26 And in like manner the Spirit also -helpeth our infirmity : 
for we know not how to pray as we ought ; but the Spirit him- 
self maketh intercession for ws with groanings which cannot be 
uttered ; 27 and he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit, ? because he maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that to 
them that love God 8 all things work together for good, even to 
them that are called according to Ais purpose. 29 For whom 
he foreknew, he also foreordained ¢o de conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the first-born among many breth- 
ren : 30 and whom he foreordained, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified; and whom he justi- 
fied, them he also glorified. 


se 
1Gr. doings. 2%Or, that %Some ancient authorities read God 
worketh all things with them for good. 


The American Revision copyrieht, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 








rizes chapter 8. Explain to the class what are the 
messages of those four chapters, as summarized by 
the four verses: no condemnation, no bondage, no 
weakuess, and no difficulty. 

Our flesh, or sinful nature, is a hopeless failure; 
it cannot do anything right under any circumstances, 
Verses 6-8 paint a black picture of the flesh. And 
the flesh is more than a match, in strength, forevery 
one—except God. 

If God within us (the Holy Spirit) is given the un- 
hindered right of way, he can make this flesh or 
sinful nature ‘‘dead’’ (v. 10), He does not remove 
or annihilate it; but he prevents it from expressing 
itself‘; he-‘‘renders it inoperative”; and then we are 
free. After inviting Christ into your heart as a guest, 
have you followed the rule of Oriental hosp#tality (see 
Dr. Mackie, 1) and let him be Master of the house ? 

Although the very life of God, through the gift of 
the Spirit, becomes our life now and here, neverthe- 
less there is a completing of our redemption to which 
we look forward; and all creation looks forward to 
this with us (vs. 18-23): the redemption of our body, 
—that is, the changing of this physical and corrupti- 
ble body in which we now live into the spiritual or 
resurrection body (1 Cor. 15 : 35-58). And this earth 
on which we live, together with the animal and vege- 
table world, will be a different creation when this full 
‘* revealing of the sons of God.” (v. 19) comes to pass 
(Isa. 11: 6-9). It is Christ’s coming again to this 
earth, as was promised in the first lesson of this 
year’s studies (Acts 1: 11), that will bring this com- 
pletion of redemption (1 Cor. 15 : 23). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


The heart of the gospel, the Good News, is not a 
message telling us what we have to do for Ged, but 
it tells us what God does for us. ‘The secret of living 
always in Romans 8—in other words, the Victorious 
Life—is remembering that ‘‘the battle is not yours, 
but God’s” (2 Chron. 20: 15). It is ‘*by the Spirit” 
that our sinful nature is conquered. Romans 8 
means that the Victorious Life is an easy life; it is a 
life in which our effort has no part, for God does it 
all. Dr. F. B. Meyer has illustrated how little we 
have to do with the fight against the flesh if we are 
willing to leave that fight.entirely to the Holy Spirit. 
In comment on Galatians 5: 17, ‘‘the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh,” 
he tells how he once went down under the water in a 
diving bell. The water, he says, was “lusting ”— 
fighting—against the air; but the air was also fight- 
ing against the water, so that the water could not do 
the things it otherwise would; and the passengers 
simply sat on their seats on the inner rim of the bell 
and accepted the victory which the air gave them. 

That is God’s offer in Romans 8. That is the 
meaning of the editorial in this issue,—‘'‘ If It Isn’t 
Easy, It Isn’t Good.” The little girl of whom Mrs. 
Baldwin (1) tells, who let Jesus go to the door, had 
the secret of complete and perpetual victory. 


Teaching Points 

It has been noted that Romans 8 begins with ‘‘ No con- 
demnation ”’ and ends with ‘‘ No separation.’’ 

Notice that ‘‘ ordinance of the law’ (v. 4) is rendered 
in the Revision margin as ‘‘ requirement of the law,’’ and 
that, through Christ’s work (v. 3), the law’s requirement 
is fulfilled in us if we cease from our own efforts and let 
the Spirit of God do our walking for us {v. 4). 
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Even a man’s desires are miraculously changed when he 
lets the Spirit of Ged live his life for him (v. 5). 

We are under no necessity of ever consciously sinning 
again if we let the indwelling Spirit of God put our sinful 
nature ‘‘out of a job’’ (vs, 12, 13). 

Dr. I. M. Haldeman in his stimulating quarterly (Charles 
C. Cook, 150 Nassau St., New York, 25 cents) says of verse 
13: ‘It is not a question here of the Christian losing eternal 
life. That, according to the headquarters statement of the 
Son of God, is impossible (John 10 : 29). But if the 
Christian does not live in the Spirit, he will live in the 
flesh ; to live in the flesh is to lose all spiritual conscious- 
ness. Christians do lose this consciousness. The Lord 
speaks directly of such a one; a Christian—and yet spir- 
itually dead. He says to him: ‘Thou livest, and art 
dead’ (Rev. 3: 1).” 

Do not make the ‘‘ witness of the Spirit’’ referred to im 
verse 16 the est of whether or not you are a Christian. 
Make the Word of God that test. God says (John 3: 16 
that whosoever believes on Jesus Christ shall have etern 
life. If you believe on Christ as your personal Saviour, 
then reston the Word of God that he 4as saved you, The 
witness of the Spirit is God’s responsibility, and he is 
sure to meet his responsibility if we meet ours. We are 
not to be looking to see if we have the witness of the Spirit; 
that is the surest way to make it impossible for God to 
manifest himself to us, for it is a form of distrust. 
Trusting God for this as for all else, we are to remember 
that the pledged word of God to save those who believe 
on Christ is our inviolable assurance of salvation, 

Dr. Scofield in his Reference Bible notes that while the 
Holy Spirit has been mentioned but once hitherto in the 
book of Romans, in chapter 8 He is mentioned nineteen 
times. Yet, remembering that it is the mission of the Holy 
Spirit to glorify Christ and make him known to us (John 
16 : 14), how significant it is to find that in this same chap- 
ter the Lord Jesus is mentioned twenty-four times (directly 
or by pronouns). 

‘*The Christian life is something infinitely more than the 
effort.to be good. . . . Divine grace gives before it reguires” 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 3). 

It has been well said that the mistaken teaching of many 
Christians is that ** We receive our justification by faith,” 
but for our sanctification we must.paddle our own. canoe. 

‘Sanctification is an evidence of justification ’’ (Griffith 
Thomas, I1,.§). In other words, the Victorious Life is an 
evidence, which the world can see and understand, that we 
have been saved from the second death. But there are 
some Christians who are not showing that evidence in their 
lives; they have taken only half of the gospel. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why do so many Christians believe that defeat in known 
sin is a necessary experience throughout this life? 

Why does it not weaken us to let God do so much for us? 

Why is our ‘* flesh ’’ so desperately and hopelessly sinful? 

What proportion of professing Christians may we fairly 
say are habitually ‘‘ led by the Spirit of God’’? 

Why does sinning make men afraid (‘‘ the spirit of bondage 
again unto fear,’”’ v 15)? 

Ilow may we suffer with Christ in this life (v. 17)? 

In what ways has ‘the creation’’ been ‘** subjected to 
vanity ’’ (v. 20), and how does it ‘‘ groan and travail in 
pain’ (v, 22)? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


| For the teacher to give the class aweek ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


The Lame Man Leaping (Acts 3). 

If you had been born lame, and had lived in help- 
less lameness until you were a full-grown man, what 
would be the best you would expect, from God or 
men, in meeting your needs? A man of that sort 
once counted on getting charity money from church 
folks, until one day he met two.church folks who re- 
fused to give him what he asked for. Read the whole 
story in the third chapter ot Acts. 


After careful, prayerful reading of the chapter, write out 
answers to the following questions : 

. What is the principal subject of this chapter ? 
. What is its leading lesson ? 
. What is its best verse ? 
. Who are its principal persons ? 
. What is its teaching concerning Christ ? 
. Is there in this chapter any : 

(a) Example to follow? 

(b) Error to avoid ? 

(c) Duty to perform ? 

(d) Promise to claim ? 

(c) Prayer to echo? 

(The above questions are from Miss Grace Saxe’s ‘‘ Stud- 
ies in the Book of Acts,’’ showing how to master each 
chapter. The book, which can be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company at 15 cents (by mail, 18 cents), or 
$15 a hundred copies, plus expressage, is an invaluable help 
in the study of this year’s lessons. Miss Saxe is the leader 
of the Bible study work of the Billy Sunday Evangelistic 
Party.) 
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Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





FTER the story of Pentecost, it is well to con- 
sider the subject of the Holy Spirit as the spe- 
cial gift of that Day and as a vital feature of 

Christianity since that time. ‘The chapter appointed 
for this lesson gives more fully than any cp we ow 
of the New ‘Testament the Bible teaching on the Holy 
Spirit. 

I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—This lesson in Romans is interposed 
here as an illustration of what Pentecost means to- 
day, because we are living in the Dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Book.—It is hardly possible to look at this chapter 
without considering the great Epistle of which it 
forms a part. Very briefly it should be noted that 
the main thought or theme is found in chapter 1 : 
16, 17, with its emphasis on the gospel as God's 
power to salvation, because it embodies and pro- 
ciaims God's Righteousness. Righteousness is the 
key-note of the entire Epistle, and runs through 
every part, as may easily be seen: 1. Righteousness 
needed (1: 18 to 3; 20); 2. Righteousness provided 
(3 : 21-26); 3. Righteousness received (3 : 27 to4 : 25); 
4. Righteousness experienced (5 : 1 to 8 : 17); 5. 
Righteousness guaranteed (8; 18-39); 6. Righteous- 
ness rejected (9-11); 7. Righteousness manifested 
(12-16), (8) 

Chapter.—Godet quotes a writer who said that ‘If 
Holy Scripture was a ring and the Epistle to the 
Romans a precious stone, chapter 8 would be the 
sparkling point of the jewel." Usually there is 
some place in the Bible where the outstanding doc- 
trines are fully and specially treated. This is the 
chapter for the Holy Spirit, and may be described in 
technical language as the ‘‘ /ocus classicus”; that 
is, the classical or es place of the doctrine. (2) 

Circumstances.— The Epistle was written from Cor- 
inth, either A. D. 56 or 58, twenty years after Paul's 
conversion and ten before his death (16: 1,.2, 23; 1 
Cor. 1: 14). The apostle wished to prepare for his 


visit and to supply the lack of teaching until then. 


He was on his way to Jerusalem, and hoped to re- 
turn and reach Rome later on (1: 13; 15: 19-23). 


Il. The Lesson 

‘The entire chapter is so maertont for the subject 
of the Holy Spirit that it will necessary to look at 
it as a whole in order to get the true perspective and 
special message. 

The New Posttion. Assurance of Deliverance 
ive. 1-4).—The entire thongns of the chapter is the 
loly Spirit in relation to the believer's deliverance 
from and victory over indwelling sin. trey go 
has been expounded in chapters 4 and 5, and the 
Sanctification of chapters 6 and 7 is shown to have 
union with Christ as its source. Now the thought of 
‘*newness of spirit” (7:6) is taken up and devel- 
oped, and it will be seen that the Christian life is 
something infinitely more than the effort to be good, 
and that first of all divine grace g#ves before it 7e- 
guires. All this is associated with the indwelling 
Spirit of God. These verses are particularly impor- 
tant because they lay the foundation of holiness, 
and show definitely how we may proceed from our 
new position to fuller; deeper, richer experiences. (3) 

Verse 1 looks back to and isa brief summary of 
chapter 5, that the condemnation of the sinner is 
wholly removed in Christ. Verse 2 is similarly a 
summary of chapter 6, that the bondage of sin in the 
soul is removed by its union with Christ and result- 
ing deliverance. Verse 3 is a summary of chapter 7, 
in which the impossibility of any effort of self (this 
the meaning of “law”) to produce righteousness is 
clearly taught, together with the power of Christ's 
death and resurrection to deliver us from the power 
of sin. Verse 4 is a summary of what is to = ex- 

ressed and elaborated a)! through chapter 8, show- 
ing the possibility of holiness through the Spirit of 
God. Thus we may say that our new position in- 
cludes no condemnation (v. 1), no bondage (v. 2), no 
weakness (v. 3), and no difficulty (v. 4). (4) 

The New Power. Assurance of Grace (vs. 5-11). 
—The mention of * flesh” and ‘‘ Spirit” in verse 4 
leads to a full statement of the contrast between 
them. Holiness involves a complete change of life, 
and this is proved by a series of striking contrasts 
between the flesh and the Spirit, the two being 
shown to be mutually exclusive. In verses 3-8, the 
power of the flesh is shown to be broken, and in verses 
g-11 the power of death, and both experiences are due 
to the Spirit of God taking possession, asserting his 
authority and giving life to the believer's spirit. He 
is the Spirit of God (v. 9), the Spirit of Christ (v. 10), 
and the Spirit of him that raised Jesus from the 
dead (v. 11), thus suggesting his relation to the past, 
present, and future of the believer. The Spirit is 
at once our power, our purity, and our prospect, 


The New Privilege. Assurance of Sonship (vs. 
12-17a).— Now we are to see that the Page 
hitherto described involve obligations. e are to 
respond to the Spirit who dwells within us because 
‘*we are debtors” to live according to the Will of 
God. Once again we*see that the entire section is 
permeated with the thought of the Holy Spirit in 
whom the true life of the believer becomes possible. 
We are indebted to the Spirit (v. 12); we are to live 
in the Spirit (v. 13); we are to be guided by the Spirit 
(v. 14); we are to experience the Spirit of adoption 
(v. 15); we are to possess the witness of the Spirit as 
he bears testimony with our spirit to God that we 
are God's children (v. 16), and we are to enjoy the 
blessings that come to us through the possession of 
the Holy Spirit (v. 17). And so the apostle brings to 
a close the proofs that Sanctification is an evidence 
of Justification, and that the believer's life will be 
dominated in all things by the Spirit of God. ‘There 
will be a spirit of sonship, of fellowship, and of heir- 


ship. (5) 

Tne New Provision. Assurance of Peace (vs. 
176-30). But now comes another thought, and one 
of very practical importance .t that time and also at 
the present. After contemplating the glory that is 
to follow the present life, the apostle suddenly turns 
to the idea of suffering as though to show that Chris- 
tians cannot be sons of God without having to pay 
the price. It was, therefore, necessary to encourage 
the Caristians to cheerful endurance, because a faith- 
ful life for God will often involve trial and hardship. 
But here again the Holy Spirit is prominent, in order 
that we may see how suffering is to be borne and 
even gloried in. There is a great pag sa of 
suffering to glory, and also a certainty that suffering 
will be followed by glory (vs. 17, 18). Creation con- 
firms this (vs. 19-22), and the life of believers also 
assures us of the same (v. 23). ‘Thus amid the pres- 
sure of suffering there will be the power of hope. 

Meanwhile there is also the present help of the Holy 
Spirit as another guarantee of the glory that will 
follow suffering (vs. 26, 27). The Spirit makes com- 
mon cause with us against every enemy by providing 
the adequate help, and, in particular, assisting our 
weakness and ignorance in prayer. Further than 
this, there is the blessed assurance of God's provi- 


dence and help as working on our behalf and assur-. 


ing us that notwithstanding all circumstances the 
future is certain by reason of the divine purpose 
concerning us (vs. 28-30). So that whether the be- 
liever is in the dark or in the light, all is well because 
the Holy Spirit abides in the soul and assures of 
glory after suffering. 

The New Prospect. Assurance of Glory (vs. 31- 
39).—At length the apostle’s words are crowned with 
this marvelous expression of triumph as he closes 
this splendid view of the life of God’s people. After 
emphasizing the divine side of the Christian Re- 
demption, he leads on to the Laetest of perfect con- 
fidence and absolute assurance. earlessly he sends 
forth the question: ‘‘ What then shall we say to these 
things?” (v. 31.). Looking back, looking round, 
and looking onward, he considers the believer's rela- 
tior to God (vs. 31-33), his relation to Christ (v. 34), 
and his relation to circumstances (vs. 35-39), and de- 
cides that nothing can touch the blessedness and 
security of those who belong to Christ. 

After the first sin of Adam and*Eve (Gen. 3) there 
was a consciousness of guz//, but to the believer 
there is no guilt because of God's Justification (v. 
33). After the first sin there was a consciousness of 
condemnation, but to the believer there is no con- 
demnation because of Christ’s Redemption (v. 34). 
After the first sin there was an act of separation, but 
to the believer there is no separation because of 
God's love (v. 35). ‘Thus the three results of sin re- 
corded in Genesis are met and more than met by the 
three questions of verses 33-35. (6) 


III. Central Truths 


The Golden Text well sums up the chapter, and 
implies what is true and needs constant emphasis, 
that everything in the Christian life is somehow or 
other connected with the Spirit of God. The follow- 
ing points may be particularly emphasized and their 
truths illustrated from other parts of the New ‘Testa- 
ment : 

1. The Spirit of Light. He is called the ** Spirit of 
Truth” (John 16: 13). 

2. The Spirit of Life (Rom. 8: 2). He reveals and 
bestows Christ as our life. 

3. The Spirit of Love (Rom. 5: 5). He sheds 
abroad Christ’s love to us and prompts ours to him. 

4. The Spirit of Liberty (2 Cor. 3:17). He gives 
freedom. : 

5. The Spirit of Leading (Rom. 8: 14). He is the 
source of guidance. 
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6. The Spirit of Law (Rom. 8: 2). He enables us 
to fulfil ‘s requirements (Rom. 8 : 4). 

7. The Spirit of Labor. Our service is to be ren- 
dered in the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 7 : 6). 


IV: A Lesson Outline 
1. The New Position (Rom. § : 1, 2). 
2. The New Power (Gal. 2 : 20). 
3. The New Privilege (Gal. 4 : 4-7). 
4. The New Provision (2 Cor. 12 : 9, 10). 
5. The New Prospect (2 Cor. 5 : 5-8). . 
Wycuirre CoL_ece, ‘Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Youth in Old Age.—// ye live after the flesh, ye 
must die (v. 13). This is no mere theological state- 
ment. Simply science. Any school-boy will tell you 
there is nothing of you to-day that was a part of you 
seven years ago. Except your soul. Sur ies 
daily waste and daily die (1 Cor. 15 : 31; Psa. go : 9). 
Alexander Biddle who was with us at Swarthmore 
College *‘couldn’t stand the boarding-school grub.” 
So he sent a telegram to his father he was dying. 
‘The old gentleman, of course, arrived on the very 
first train, and came puffing and blowing up the long 
campus hill to find his hopeful Alexander very much 
alive. ‘* You little rascal, you, what do you mean by 
by scaring the life out of me with a telegram you are 
dying!” ‘*SolIam, dad,” grinned the irrepressible 
Aleck, ‘‘ but they arestarving me very slowly.” As 
soon as we begin to live we begin to die. It may 
take even a hundred years. But only the flesh must 
die. Lord Strathcona dropped a body ninety-three 
years old. But plain Donald Alexander Smith was 
not ninety-three. Craig Ridgway, my father, is 
eighty-six, but he is the same dear old ~— first got 
——- with in the barefoot days. hile there 
is Mother at 84, the same merry sweetheart that I 
used to hug in the days when a little feller has his 
troubles. ‘The man to be pitied is the fellow who has 
never gotten farther than three meals a day—and 
himself. Whata miserable shuffling out of the world 
his last days are. Unloved, unwept, unsung. 


The Royal Family.-—74ese are the sons of God 
(v. 14). Only one thing the matter with this verse. 
Seems too good to betrue. By this new birth through 
the Spirit, Christ becomes our brother, and we sit at 
Heaven’s royal table equal with all the royal family 
(1 John 3:1, 2), A few years ago the daauea up 
the city of Atlanta, Ga. Help and odie were 
offered to every girl, and none were turned out to 
starve. Many were saved, among them the most 
notorious woman of all, ‘That woman came and laid 
all her money, and it was no little, at the committee's 
feet. She refused to withhold a dollar, and dedi- 
cated the rest of her life to the salvation of other 
girls, and as I write is in New York in Mrs, Witte- 
more’s Door of Hope, being trained for that service. 
Born again. ‘Then led by the Spirit of God she has 
become a daughter of God. rom a handmaid of 
Satan in the tenderloin, by a touch divine she be- 
comes a Grand Duchess of Heaven. Don’t forget 
that, Girliedown. Right up next the Father’s heart, 
reborn and accepted with the bestin the family. Not 
talking about church just now. Lots belong tochurch. 
But thousands miss the joy of sonship. ‘They miss 
the comradeship, the inspiration, the direction, the 
helpfulness which the Father has for all his family 
(Psa. 115 : 12-15). (2) 


A Little Personal:— We know not how to pray as 
we ought (v. 26). Every one, I reckon, knows the 
story of the dog barking after the car and the question, 
not ‘‘ will he catch it?” but ‘‘ what will he do with 
it when he catches it?” Lots of praying that sort. 
If a dressmaker should go into the iron business she 
would not know what to ask for. If I went into the 
dress-making business I would not know what to ask 
for. I would not know what was ahead of me. You 
women know!! Mrs. Ridgway is laughing. Well, 
who knows what is ahead in this life-business? I 
have never been this way before. Have you? How 
can we know? I might have gotten my eyes upon 
the ‘‘ long green” andl the ‘* yellow eagles,” and have 
asked God to make a Billy Stony chap out of me in- 
stead of a Billy Rockyroad. hen who would be 
writing your ‘‘ Corner” for you? And just look at 
all the fun I would be missing! Instead, God raised 
me among the ragamuffins of the country-side, put 
me into a Quaker college, thence into a machine shop 
in a dirty, grimy iron town where I could live 
among men who do real things and have hearts and 
know life. He has given me real friends and used 
me in his service and made me one of the happiest 
men in the land. I would never have had sense 
enough to ask God for that. I asked him for lots of 
foolish things just as you do (Matt. 6: 8; Prov. 
16 : 9 33). 


A Hard Saying.— 70 them that love God all things 
work together for good (vy. 28). This is everlast- 
ingly true, but is anything harder to believe ? Some 
time ago, when orders were very scarce there was a 
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nice job of work I tried hard to get. I did not get it. 
Did I come home to dinner shedding joy and glad- 
ness at every pore and singing comic songs in my 
heart because my failure to land the business was 
working me such good? I was just like the rest of 
you young business men. ‘‘ What makes you so 

uiet ?” asked Her Majesty of the tea-cups. ‘‘ Lost 
that big order we were figuring on so long.” What 
do you suppose the Queen said! ‘ Well, Will, you 
know all things work together for good.” We are 
still in business, and last year was the best year we 
have ever had. Whena man is returned by the Holy 
Spirit into the family of Heaven where he belongs, 
the Head of the family tooks after him (Deut. 28 : 
3-8). The trouble with so many sons is that they 
love to choose their own way and put up brash inex- 
perience against the loving care of an all-wise Father 
who orders his kingdom solely for the good of his 
children (1 Cor. 5 : 21-23). 


Dr. Chapman’s Good One.— Whom he foreordained, 
them he also called; and whom he called, them he 
also justified ; and whom he justified, them he also 
£lorified (vy. 30). This sounds just like the cate- 
chism, and I will be among the few lesson writers 
who will spread such a hard verse at the head of a 
note. I have been reading up a little on the text. 
Here are some of the gentle words I find relating to 
the subject: ‘‘ Infralapsarianism,” ‘‘ Supralapsarian- 
ism,” * thetical universalism,” and*so forth. 
My good old friend Matthew Henry says this verse is 
a golden chain of four links which cannot be broken. 
It is God himself that predestinates, calleth, justifieth, 

lorifieth. Our wills are so fickle, our powers are so 
eeble that if these depend upon us they will shake. 
So God has taken it all in hand that we might be 
always in dependence on him and give him all praise. 
God has predestinated and elected me to this ‘* Cor- 
ner,’”’ but he has had me in training for many a day. 
Even though elected to this work I have never abated 
my energy (Matt. 11: 25). Dr. Chapman’s colored 
preacher had the matter clear. ‘‘ Brother Johnson,” 
said Dr. Chapman, thinking to have a little theo- 
logical fun with the parson from Blackburg, ‘‘ how 
do you get along with the doctrine of election?” 
hy, Brer Chapman, that ere doctrine of election 
don't bodder me none, hit don’t. Yersee, hit am jus’ 
dis yere way. De good Lord, he votes fer ya an’ de 
debbil he votes agin ya. An de ‘lection, hit goes jes 
de way ya votes yerself.”’ 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


x 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Led by the Touch.—As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are the sons of God (Golden 
Text). A noble Christian worker frequently used 
this expression, ‘‘ Follow after the touch of God.” 
In his youth he had been a soldier. One evening his 
commanding officer asked him to accompany him 
that night on a dangerous mission. It was to be ab- 
solutely secret, and the officer said : ‘‘ When the time 
comes to start, I will awaken you. I will not speak, 
but I will touch you. Follow after my touch.” So 
in the darkness he felt the touch of that hand, and 
arose and followed. ‘They gained information that 
night which led to a great victory. Afterward he 
became a Christian, and he said conversion came to 
him by a somewhat similar experience. God by his 
Holy Spirit touched him amid the darkness of sin, 
and he arose and followed after the touch of God.— 
Sent by W. B. Hutchinson, D.D., Allerton, Towa. 


Trees or Posts ?—// ye live after the flesh, ye must 
die ; but of by the Spirit ye put to death the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live (v. 13). Every church has 
two classes of members ; one may be compared to 
trees, the other to posts. The tree grows, and bears 
leaf, flower, and fruit. The post rots. The church- 
member that has the life of God in him is a ‘‘ tree 
planted by the rivers of water, his leaf also shall not 
wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” A 
church-member that has not the life of God is a post 
that begins to decay the very day after he has been 
planted in the church, and the pastor is pained by 
having to watch the process of decay week after 
week.— From ‘**Through Night to Morning,” by the 
Rev. A. C. Dixon, D.D. Sent by the Rev. A. F. 
Weaver, Lock Haven, Pa. (1) 


Are You Adopted ?— Ye received the spirit of adop- 
tion Oy 15). A young girl made her home in a fam- 
ily of wealth and influence. She enjoyed all the 
privileges of a daughter of the house and was looked 
on as such. She was often asked whether she was 
adopted, but she would reply that she had never 
been quite willing to break off her family connections. 
But by and by her benefactor died suddenly, without 
a will, and she found that she was a penniless orphan. 
She had no claim to an inheritance. So with the man 
who enjoys the privileges of the goc»el, but does not 
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become Christ’s brother, adopted into the family of 
God's sons.—From The Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (2) The 
prize jor this week is awarded to this illustration, 


What the New Birth Means.— 7hat we are children 
of God (v. 16). There drifted into my house once a 
human wreck. He had been the editor of a great 
daily newspaper, and was a man of rare gifts. It 
was the old story ; little by little the drink habit had 
fastened upon him and had dragged him down to a 
living hell. I could not tell him to ‘‘ assert his man- 
hood’; he had none, I told him that he could be 
born again ; that he could become a partaker of the 
divine nature, and a son and heir of God. He fell 
upon his knees. ‘‘My God!” hecried, ‘‘Cana dog 
like me become God's son?” And he a out his 
heart, giving himself to Christ. I shall never forget 
his transfigured face, nor the singular solemnity and 
loftiness of his bearing as he took my hand and said, 
“Tamachild of God.”"—From C. D Scofield, D.D. 
Sent by Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. 


Reading His Will.—And if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint ketrs with Christ (v.17). A 
missionary in Brazil was making her usual visits 
when she came upon a poor, ignorant, ragged woman 
whose face was radiant, sitting in her little thatched 
hut with a copy of the Gospels on her lap and an 
‘*A, B, C” book by her side. When she saw the 
missionary she said, ‘‘Oh, Senora, I’m an heiress. 
Just think of all these riches for me.” The mis- 
sionary saw her labor hard to read the words, 
and asked, ‘‘ Why do you take so much trouble to 
read?” The reply came, ‘‘It is His will. Justthink 
how ashamed I would be to meet my Lord and have 
him ask, ‘ Did you receive the inheritance? Did you 
read my will?’ And I should have to answer, ‘ No.’ 
Oh, Senora, I want to learn it by heart, for he left it 
all for me.”"—From *' The Children’s Friend.” Sent 
by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (3) 


Helped by Being Hurt.—Zhe sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
£lory (v. 18). A skilled ew about to perform 
a delicate operation on the ear said reassuringly to 
the patient, ‘“*I may hurt you, but I will not injure 
you.” How often the Great Physician speaks to us 
that same message, if we would only listen? Richer 
life, more abundant health, for every child of his, is 
his only purpose. Why defeat that purpose ?—From 
The Sunday School Times, Sent by the Rev, T. /. 
Gaehr, Camden, Ohio. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HEN Paul's letter was first read by friends in 
Rome, almost nineteen hundred years ago, 
ow some of his statements must have seemed 
almost too much to believe! Come over to Rome, 
and let us see what used to be the heart of the most 
rich and powerful city in the whole world. We will 
climb up into the ruined Colosseum, and look west 
through the old Roman Forum to the Capitoline hill 
a quarter of a mile away. It is still occupied by 
Rome's Capitol, a big building with a tall tower ; 
but most of the structures between there and where 
we stand are only fragments of architecture—mere 
parts of massive foundations, scraps of shattered 
walls, They suggest ruins after a fire, yet all around 
and among them trees, vines, bushes, and grasses 
grow fresh and green. The place was in fact re- 
duced to ruins during frightful wars long after Paul's 
day, anda great deal of the original building material 
has been carried away for new uses. The men and 
women to whom Paul’s letter was sent used to walk 
through this very street that reaches out before us 
now. They made way here for military processions. 
They met here people from all parts of the known 
world, many of them captives working as slaves. 
They saw that wooden hill at our left crowned with 
the Palace of the Roman Emperor. They heard on 
every side talk of the immense riches and gorgeous 
extravagance of the few citizens who had had a 
chance to push ahead in business or politics. Showy 
luxury, no matter how obtained, was the object of 
almost everybody’s selfish desire. Almost no one 
knew or cared whether there was any higher life 
or any future life. 
Use the stereograph entitled ‘‘ Via Sacra, over 
which Rome’s triumphal pageants passed,—west 
from the Colosseum,” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the year, ‘Ihe use of the 
Stereograph will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places read. Forty-four places will be visited during 
1916 ; the forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and if they are all 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘I'welve places are to be visited and described with the 
lessons of this quarter ; $2.00. ‘The five for January alone 84 
cents. (Less than five in one order cost 20 cents each). 
Stereoscopes, go cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for Sterographs or Stereoscopes. Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be obtained. Plain slides, socents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: plain slides, 
40 cents each ; sepia, 45 cents ; colored, $1. Address ‘The 
“eae School Times Co,, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


F BY ¢he Spirit x6 put to death the deeds of the 
body (v. 13). he reference to the Indwellin 
Presence always carries the Oriental meaning o' 

hospitality, according to which the guest during his 
stay is the virtual master of the house, and all its 
arrangemerts are subordinate to his wishes and com- 
fort. It is for him to say to the family, ‘‘ Make your- 
selves at home.” (1) 


As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are the sons of God (v. 14). In the East there are 
four relationships that specially suggest the need of 

uidance and the duty of implicit obedience: 1. 

arent and child: hence Isaiah 1:2. 2. Teacher 
and pupil, A proverb says, ‘‘He who hath taught 
me a letter has made me his slave.” 3. The shep- 
herd and his flock. 4. The guide in a strange dis- 
trict and those conducted by him. Their proverbs 
say, ‘‘Atravelerin a strange country is blind though 
both his eyes are open.” ‘* When three are on a 
journey, one of them must be A as guide.” 
American and British tourists in Palestine sometimes 
have trouble with their dragoman because, while he 
poses as an oracle, they wish to treat him as a hired 
convenience, 

The spirit of bondage... the spirit of adoption 
(v. 15). In ancient times the relationship of obedi- 
ence was either that of the slave or of the family. 
The hired servant was exceptional. 


Zhe sufferings of the present time (v.18) The 
Oriental mind has thought much on this subject and 
has provided summaries in the proverbs of the wise: 
‘« The greatest evil is always the presentone.” ‘‘ The 
three chief trials of life are poverty, sickness, and 
death.” ‘Birth is the angel of death.” 


The creation was subjected to vanity (vy. 20). Ori- 
entals usually apply the term to humanity, and: not 
to our wider conception of nature. ‘Creation is the 
family of God, and the beloved of God are those who 
are most useful to his family.” 


Then do we with patience wait for it (v. 25). An 
Arabic proverb says, ‘‘ Patience is the key of well- 
being.”” The service of such patience is the convic- 
tion that the Lord knoweth. ' 


ALEXANDRIA, EoGypt. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we rejoice 
in the wonderful fact that we are joint-heirs with Christ in 
receiving thine utmost blessings. If we are tempted to 
become rebellious under suffering, remind us, we pray 
thee, that the servant is not greater than his Lord, and 
that with him we are glorified in suffering. Help us, we 
pray thee, to keep our eyes on the glory, and to live in the 
light of the assurance of thy word that to those who love 
God, all things work together for good. In the name of 
him who suffered and died for us we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—A visitor entered a hospital ward 
where a number of little boys were ill. Some were 
waiting for operations; others had just passed 
through the ordeal; others were almost ready to go 
home. One little chap was crying bitterly for his 
home; another had no thought of going home just 
yet, for on the morrow, he said, with trembling lips, 
e might have the operation. Still another, whose 
small bed was loaded with evidences of friendly 
care, gleefully called out to the visitor that he was 
almost ready to go home. That visitor’s journey 
around the ward was a little journey in real life. 
How apprehensive we are! How our hearts cry out 
for home! How full of eager. delight we are when 
we are about to be released from that which has been 
hard to bear! The little boys in the hospital ward 
are not very different from ourselves, walking around 
on this bright Sabbath day, in health and in strength. 
Some of us may have our uncured diseases of spirit; 
our fears for the morrow; our joy in the release from 
that which has made life hard and unprofitable. Tc 
the little boys on their hospital beds, and to us mov- 
ing on about our duties, there is one glad, abiding 
message in this great lesson to-day. e had almost 
rather sing it than say it! All things work together 
for good to those who love God. What, even a hos- 
pital bed and an operating table ? Even the difficul- 
ties that we cannot see through on this day? Yes, 
all of these things. Out of them, and our bearing of 
them in Christ’s strength, there will come a glory 
beyond our words or dreams. 





ALL THINGS FOR ioe 
TO THOSE WHO LOVE Uop 











Do you love God? Do you really love him? 
Then just rest and work in the glad knowledge that 
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all things are working together for your good. 
Let u» pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
< 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* Behold what wondrous grace."* 

** He leadeth ine: O blessed thought.”’ 

** How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.”’ 
* If your heart keeps right.” 

** In heavenly love abiding.” 

* I walk with the King,”’ 

* O love that wilt not let me go.’ 
** Sweeter as the years go by.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book * Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 139 : 1-24 (297 : 1-3, 15). 
Psalm 143 : 1-12 /307 : 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 34-40(79 : 1, 2, 5, 6). 
Psalm 62 : 1-8 (122: 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 63 : 1-8 (125 : 1-3). 





| Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The eighth chapter of Romans 
consists of abstract statements which 
no child under ten years of age can 

understand, ‘lhe principle that a child may 
be led by an unseen power may be under- 
stood, if sufficient concrete illustrations are 
introduced to develop the thought. 

The lesson plan should be developed 
around the truth expressed in the Golden 
Text (v. 14). 

If the children are impressed that they 
may be led by God’s Holy Spirit to choose 
and do that which is right, and that they may 
be true children of God, the aim of to-day’s 
opportunity will be attained, whether much 
or little of the designated material has been 
used. 

Lesson Teaching. —People who follow 
God's Holy Spirit are children of God, 

Introduction.—If a man wants to ‘lead a 
horse along the road, what does he put on 
the horse’s lead or neck? If he were lead- 
ing a cow, would he use a halter? He can 
lead her best bya rope around her horns. 
If he were leading a fierce dog, would he use 
a halter or rope? We know that a chain 
fastened to a dog-collar is best. 

I have seen a horse or a cow or a dog 
follow its owner around the pasture or yard 
without any halter, rope, or chain, What 
made them do it? Love is strong enough to 
lead many times. A good shepherd can call 
his sheep. ‘They know his voice and will 
follow where the shepherd leads, even though 
the path may be rough and dangerous. 

When we see out in the pasture a little 
colt or calf following an older horse or cow, 
what do we say? Which of the sheep does 
a little lamb follow? Which of the hens do 
the baby chicks follow? Have you watched 
how your own baby brother or sister trots 
after mother? Nothing is tied to these little 
things. Why do they follow? There is an 
unseen power strong enough to lead them. 

God’s power is most wonderful and shows 
itself in many ways. God has power to lead 
or guide the stars, so that every one of them 
goes in the right way. 

God made the power of electricity strong 
enough to draw a heavy car or auto up a 
long hill. We do not understand how this 
can be, but we know it is true. 

Some of the children will be familiar with 
the power of a magnet, moved under a sheet 
of paper, to draw a needle laid on the paper. 

Review.—God’s most wonderful power is 
his Holy Spirit, which Jesus promised to his 
friends and followers, and to the children | 
also, (Three previous lessons have helped | 
the children to realize how this Holy Spirit 
is the Great Helper whom everybody needs. 
Reproduce the circles suggested last week : 
Jesus at the center; the twelve friends 
around him in a larger circle ; the one hun- 
dred and twenty who met in the upper room; 
then a large circle for three thousand who 
heard Peter and wanted this power.) 

It there is time repeat in outline the story 
which Peter told; Jesus lived on this earth, 
etc. (See last week’s outline.) 

Lesson Thought.—If a stranger asked, 
Who-e child are you, what would you an- 
swer? Every child has a right to his father’s 
hame, 











When Jesus was on earth he told his 
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friends to say ‘Our Father’? when they 
preved to God, _God wanted them to be his 
children, Ile promised to send his Holy 
Spirit to help them to live like his children. 

God's [loly Spirit always leads the best 
way. We pray, Lead us not into tempta- 
tion, Like the good shepherd, he leadeth 
me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake, He does not force anybody to follow 
where he leads, but he wants his children to 
follow because they love him. 

Our Bible verse tells who may be children 
of God: As many as are led by the Spirit 
= Goi, these are the sons (or children) of 

People can tell by what we do whether the 
Spirit of God is leading us. If the Spirit of 
God lives in us, the Spirit tells us that we are 
children of God, 

The Spirit of God does not speak out loud, 
but softly within our hearts. The Spirit 
often speaks when we pray, if we stop to 
listen with our hearts. 


“There is a Holy Dove that sings 

‘lo every listening child, 

‘That whispers to his little heart 
A song so sweet and mild ; 

It is the Spirit of our God 
‘That speaks his soul within, 

‘That leads him on to all things good, 
And holds him back from sin.” 


If we want to be children of God, to be 
led by the Spirit of God, we may sing very 
softly (only the refrain—not any of the 
verses): 

‘* Where He leads me [ will fullow— 
I'll go with him all the way.’* 


Hand-work.—The older ones may write : 


Where He leads me 
I will follow. {Sign the name.] 
CHICAGO. 
% 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


HERE was the first church organized ? 
Describe its beginning. What kind 
of life,did the members lead ? Why 

did the church prosper ? 

In the midst of our study of the early 
church we have a lesson on the blessings of 
the Christian, To what Christians was the 
letter written from which our text is taken? 
The theme of Romans is Justification by Faith 
(Rom, 1: 17, 18). This means that we are 
saved not by being good, being worthy, nor 
by doing good, earning salvation, for we can 
do neither; but we are saved, we become 
just (or righteous) in God’s sight, simply by 
trusting God’s Son,—by faith in Christ Jesus. 

The seventh chapter is a description of the 
person who wants to do right but can’t; who 
doesn’t want to do wrong but finds himself 
overpowered by Satan (7: 14-21). At length 
he cries, ‘* Wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me?’’ Chapter eight answers 
the question. In Christ alone is victory. 
Since we are Christ’s, neither Satan nor sin 
can conquer us, Was Christ ever defeated ? 
If Christ lives within us (v. 10) we have 
victory because we have him. 

Mr, S. D. Gordon tells of a wee girl being 
asked, ** What is it, dear, to be a Christian ?”’ 
She replied, ‘* Jesus knocks at my door, and 
I say, ‘Come in, Jesus,’ and he comes, 
Soon another knocks at. my door, and I say, 
‘Jesus, will you go tothe door?’ He goes. 
It's Satan. And Satan says,‘ Oh, excuse me, 
I’ve come to the wrong house.’ ’’ ‘This little 
girl had the secret of living. Ask Jesus in 
(Rev. 3 : 20), then believe that he comes, and 
thereafter always let him go to the door. (1) 

‘These Christians at Rome seemed not to 
understand the relation of the old nature, the 


flesh. Christ and the Spirit within them had set 
them free from the bondage to sin and Satan, 
God had adopted them as his children. He 
himself would lead and care for them (vs. 
14, 15). 

A wee babe was left an orphan when only 
two weeks old. The frail little girl was ut- 
terly helpless, dependent, needy, and alone. 
A Christian family took her. They adopted 
her as their own. They tenderly cared for 
her. The home and her opportunity for 
education and culture were all that could be 
desired. Every privilege of that home was 
hers, When they traveled she traveled. 
When the father and mother died she re- 
ceived her portion of the estate. 

We, like this child, are helpless, needy, and 
alone. But how much more it means to be 





adopted into God’s family than into an earthly 
family. Our heavenly Father owns and con- 
trols the universe. All that belongs to him 
is Ours to enjoy and use, When a child is 
adopted it takes the family name... When we 
become children of God whose name do we 
bear? 

An adopted child shares equally with the 
other children in their rights. Does God do 
this with us? (v. 17.) Stop for a moment 
and imagine, if you can, all that belongs to 
Christ, all that is under his dominion (Heb. 
1; 8-10; Col, 1 : 16, 17; Col. 2: 3, 9, 10). 
Observe the difference between common and 
joint heirs, Common heirs of a parent’s es- 
tate divide the property. One is given the 
farm, another the personal property. Joint 
heirs haveallincommon, Weare joint heirs 
with Christ, he shares all with us, and we rule 
over all with him. Man’s mind can not crasp 
the marvelous inheritance we have in Christ 
(1 Cor. 2:9). 


‘* My Father is rich in houses and lands, 

He holdeth the wealth of the world in his 
hands. 

Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold, 

His coffers are full, he has treasures untold. 

I'm the child of a King, the child of a King, 

With Jesus my Saviour, I'm the child of a 
King.’ 


Paul says, What if we can’t have life as we 
want here; what if we are misjudged and ill- 
treated for Christ’s sake; what matters it if 
we do suffer and endure hard things here for 
a time, —these are as nothing compared to the 
glory that awaits us. When will that be? 
(1 John 3:2.) Why do we let misfortune, 
handicap, or failure discourage us when God 
has promised to take all of these and blend 
them together for our good ? 

You say you cannot see how your father’s 
death can work good? Mother isn’t well, 
and she has to work so hard to keep the wolf 
from the door. Your brothers are just at the 
age when they need father most. All must 
leave school early, to work. The boys can’t 
go to college, nor the girls study music. 
Father was so true and kind. If God was in 


| truth a just God, and loves us, why did he 


take father ? ‘ 

The whys and hows of life belong to God. 
** His wisdom to the end can see.’” Enough 
for us is the fact that all things work together 
for good to them that love him., ‘The text 
does not state that perhaps they will, or we 
hope they will, or if only they would work 
together, but we 4nozw that they do. ‘There 


| is no question or doubt about it. God makes 


al/ things, even our blunders, mistakes, and 
wrongs, turn about, and he brings good out 
of them. God does not say,all will work to- 
gether for our happiness, or our prosperity, 
as men count it, but always for our good. 
But to whom does all work good ? 

Have you ever seen tapestry woven? As 
you stand beside the loom you are disap- 
pointed because of the knots, roughness, and 
clashing of colors. You are looking at the 
wrong side ; beside, you are tooclose. Stand 
at a distance, and view the right side. Then 
how beautifully all blend ! 


‘* My life is but the weaving between my God 
and me; 
I may but choose the colors. 
steadily. 
Full oft he weaveth sorrow, and I in foolish 
pride 
Forget he sees the upper and I the under 
side.’ 


He weaveth 


‘* Then trust in God through all thy davs ; 
Fear not, for he doth hold thy hand. 
Tho’ dark thy way still sing and praise, 
Sometime, sometime, we’ ll understand.”’ 
You have heard people remark how Mr, 
and Mrs. Brown iook alike. Why ? Because 
for years they have enjoyed the same things, 


| they have thought the same thoughts, so that 
flesh, to their new nature in Christ. Paul | 
tells them they are no longer servants of the | 


at last people see the oneness of their life 
reflected in both faces, 

Do, people see Christ in us? If not, why 
not? When he lives within us, his thoughts 
become our thoughts, he uses our. lips to 
speak, he uses our hands for his work, our 
feet for his errands. Then, like Paul, it 
will be true of us, ‘* It is no longer I that 
live, but Christ liveth in me’’ (Gal. 2: 20; 
Phil. 1: 21). So we shall be conformed to 
the image of his Son (v. 29). 


For Next Week's Lesson 


What in this lesson reveals that Luke the 
physician was the author of Acts ? 

What provision was there in the first cen- 
tury for the poor, aged, and helpless ? 

Describe the temple. Where did the man 
lie ? 

Why was the man placed at the door of 
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When the appetite is impaired, it 
indicates a weak condition, caused 
by lack of phosphates. Supply 
this lack, then appetite will assert 
itself with the returning vitality. 
To accomplish this, take 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 


| Keep a bottle in your home i 








the temple rather than the door of the gov- 
ernor’s palace ? 

Whose faith cured the man? 

Who was the greater witness for Christ 
at the temple, the lame man or Peter? 


Los ANGELEs, CAL, 
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Pucker’s ‘*‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
“¢ W* must take ourselves from Jerusa- 


lem over to Rome for this lesson,’’ 

explained teacher, Then he passed 
around the lesson picture the first thing. It 
was « stereoscopic view of Rome taken from 
up on the Colosseum.1 

He said we must imagine these ruins all 
restored as they were in Paul’s day, and 
ourselves as belonging to the little group of 
Christians, Over behind those trees to the 
left we meet in a house of the Jewish quar- 
ter, with the Romans and the unconverted 
Jews both against us. 

Then he told how one day a woman named 
Phoebe and others with her came along the 
very street shown in the picture, bringing a 
letter of comfort and instruction from Paul, 
who was over at Corinth when he wrote it. 
It was the book now in the Bible that we 
call Romans, 

** Let’s imagine,’ he went on, * that we 
are in the meeting the night. that Paul’s 
letter is being read for the first time.’’ With 
that he pulled out of our class-table drawer 
a long strip of paper rolled up on two round 
sticks, That’s the way they fixed such 
things in those days. 

‘* Brother, you read what the great mis- 
sionary has sent us,’’ said teacher, handing 
the roil to Bert. At that Bulldog snickered 
right out, but I felt kind of creepy, like I 
was back there in those days with old Nero 
after me, 

Bert unrolled the roll, and there teacher 
had typewritten some of the verses of the 
Book of Romans. Out of the first chapter 
he had taken verses I and 7-10, Then fol- 
lowed the verses of our lesson, Bert read 
them’ out loud, and it seemed ever so much 
more real that way. (1) 

Then Mr. Mason called for the things he 
had told us to hunt out and write down, 

Bumps said the two ways of living in 
verses 12 and 13 were by the flesh and by 
the Spirit. He couldn’t explain what it 
meant, so Mr. Mason told us living after the 
flesh means doing what sinful human nature 
prompts us to do, and usually makes a man 
like a hog, a hyena, or a peacock. But liv- 
ing by the Spirit means doing what God’s 
Iloly Spirit in our hearts leads us to do, and 
that makes a man Christlike. 

I showed in verses 14 to 16 that when 
we are willing to be led by God’s Spirit, God 
adopts us into his family and makes each one 
of us his son. 

Bulldog got lawyer Robertson in the men’s 
class to tell him about verse 17, because he 
knows all about heirs and wills, etc. Lawyer 
Robertson told him a Christian has as: good 
a right to heaven as a son on earth has to a 
share in his father’s estate. We don’t get 
into heaven because weé’re good, but because 
we belong to God’s family. But, of course, 
we’ve got to turn our back on sin before we 
can be adopted. Then, he said, joint heir 
means we’ve got just as good a right to 





! See * Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 27 in 
this issue 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 23 (Rom. 8 : 12-30) 


heaven as Christ has, and our share is joined 
right on to his share, 

The best kind of prayers, Carl said, are 
the kind the Holy Spirit in our hearts leads 
us to pray, because then we’ll pray for things 
that are right for us to have. 

Fatty made out that Jesus is our pattern, 
in verse 29, and God planned to make us all 
like him. 

Then Bert said the plan was that we 
should not only be Christlike here, but 
should share his glory in eternity. 

Mr. Mason put -God’s plan on the board 
like a ladder: 





/ Heaven / 
/ sustiFien / 


/ catteo / 


/ cHosen / 
| xnown / 
" / 


He said the Jews thought they were the 
only ones who had any right on that ladder, 
but Paul taught that it was for Gentiles and 
everybody. Then he asked us each to de- 
cide in our own minds just which round of 
the ladder we were on, and his closing 
prayer was that none of us would spoil God’s 
plan by missing heaven. 

Next lesson, teacher says, is about how 
Peter stopped a man from begging. ‘The 
questions that we have to answer in writing 
are: 


When was the ninth hour? (v. 1.) 

What was it that was called Beautiful? 
(v. 2.) 

What is an alms? (v. 3). 

What did Peter have better than money ? 
(v. 6. 
What was Solomon’s porch? (v. 11.) 

What were the main points in Peter’s ser- 
mon? (vs. 15, 19.) 

What was the effect of Peter’s sermon? 
4: 4.) 
:' My question is the third one, and I know 


the answer already. 


























An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Beginning. 
Show picture of Rome. 
Imagine the class there. 


Have one boy read the 
you have made. 


lesson from a scroll 


Teaching. 
Reporting on questions assigned : 

What two ways of living in verses 12, 13 ? 

What blessed relationship in verses 14-16? 

What right have we to heaven ? (v. 17.) 

What is the best kind of prayer? (vs. 
26, 27.) 

What is our pattern of character? (v. 29.) 

What glorious plan has God made for us? 
(vs. 29, 30.) Blackboard design. 


Crosing. 


Ask each boy where he stands on the ladder. 
Prayer for the unsaved boys. 


TERRE Haute, IND. 
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** Just a Minute,” by Dr. Charles Frederic 
Goss, is a little book of daily readings. It 
affords suggestive material for prayer-meet- 
ing talks. Copies may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








T HAS been said that the breaking down 
of family religion is one of the funda- 
mental defects of modern life. We have 

permitted perfectly legitimate things so to 
crowd in upon us that we have le/t ourselves 
with very little time for the care of our souls 
and the souls of those whom God has entrusted 
tous. This is surely a grave piece of folly, 
and one which we should rectify ere it be too 
late. Let the family altar be built again if it 
has broken down, and there offer our morning 
and evening sacrifice of praise and prayer. 
We owe it to God for all his goodness so to 
do. We owe it to those who are under our 
care. Ilow else can they be protected from 
this ensnaring age? We owe it to ourselves, 
For if we would go to our daily duties in a 
fit and proper spirit we must equip ourselves 
at his altar and in his presence. ‘This may 
and will mean some determination to carry 
through, but every successful effort makes 
the task easier. Father, do this for your 
son’s sake! Mother, doit for your daughter’s 
sake! Whatever else you neglect, do not 
fail here, for the strength of the nation is in 
her home life, and the soul of the home is 
the family altar, 


january 17 to 23 

Mon.—Rom. 8: 12-17. The Spirit of Life. 

‘There is no single passage in the New 
Testament which tells so much about the 
Holy Spirit. In this chapter there are no 
fewer than seventeen references to him, and 
everywhere he is the Spirit of life bringing 
freedom and joy to the child of God while 
on the earth. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that the whole 
Church of God may know more of the ful- 
ness and: power of the Holy Spirit. The 
one great need of this age ts the power of the 
Holy Ghost:, Fhe Church would seem to be 
trying to get along without him, Whata 
ghastly failure! 


Tues.—Rom. 8: 18-30. The Work of the Spirit. 

It is only by the power of the Spirit that 
we can pray aright. ‘Irue prayer is really 
his work. It is his also to grant deliver- 
ance in weakness, and he too searches the 
heart. What need there is, therefore, that 
we yield ourselves to him, that being pos- 
sessed by him our lives may be Spirit-con- 
trolled. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for our 
schools and colleges. The future of the 
Church and the world depends to a large 
extent on the education of to-day. Pray 
that the Church may realize to the full its 
momentous duties of caring for its children, 
Pray for a rqce of godly teachers to be raised 
up for our schools, 


Wed.—1 Cor. 2: 1-10. Reveals the Truth. 

Man is impotent to understand the truth 
of God apart from the Spirit of God. The 
sacred page remains dark unless it be lit by 
the Spirit of God. Divine things can only 
be made known by revelation. The Spirit 
of God has been given that he might lead all 
trusting souls into all the truth, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that God 
would overrule all opposition to his cause, 
and that every antagonistic element to the 
spread of his Word throughout the world 
may be defeated. Pray for unity in the 
Church, which is so essential a factor in the 
prosperity of his work. 


Thurs.—Zech. 4: 1-14. Source of Power. 

Numbers are not the first consideration 
with the Christian Church, The Church 
cannot be preserved by collective bodies 
merely, ‘It is the radiant revelation of the 
fact that with God quality is infinitely more 
than quantity.’’ It is not by might, armies, 
or numbers, but by my Spirit. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
Church of God may be ready to enter the 
many open doors presented to her to-day. 
These doors are wider now than ever before, 
and the opportunity vaster than ever in the 
history of the Christian Church. Pray espe- 
cially for the continent of South America, 
with its amazing openings for the gospel. 


Fri. —Gal. 5 : 16-18, 22-25. Fruits of the Spirit. 





What a charming variety of graces, of con- 
duct and character. It is more after the 
apostle’s mind to speak of ‘‘fruit’’ than 








** feuits,’’ for he sees here a wonderful unity. 
No corrupt tree can bring forth such good 
fruit as this, It is the direct result of the 
indwelling Spirit. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTions: Pray that these 
graces of the Spirit may be more and more 
in evidence in the lives of us all. Pray for 
greater faith, meekness, humbleness of mind, 
patience, faithfulness in simple duties. 
Seek grace to conquer all evil tendencies and 
wrong habits, 


Set.—Rom. 15 : 816. Hope for the Gentiles. 

All expectation of blessing, *‘ up to its crown 
and flower in glory,’’ is wrapped up in 
Christ’s work on the cross. Jew and Gen- 
tile alike find hope there. That work will 
receive its crown at the coming of our Lord 
in glory, for which we patiently wait. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for Israel, 
venerable for antiquity, remarkable for his- 
tory, wonderful for preservation, and worla- 
wide in influence; a@ nation separated by 
God from all other peoples, chastised and 
scattered by his wrath, but still beloved and 
to be yet more highly favored than ever, 


Sun.—Matt. 3: 1-12. The Greater Baptism. 

What a lot of blessing we miss through 
our quibbles regarding phraseology. Some 
speak of the baptism of the Spirit, others the 
filling, and soon, The schools are divided, 
and so are Christians, Let us take by faith 
the blessed fact, and not miss the blessing 
through differences of terms. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Another Lora’s 
Day. Fray for its continued sanctity, That 
the Lord would arrest all who would seek to 
destroy its sacredness, Pray for grace to 
enable you to keep this one day hallowed to 
the Lord. Pray for, his work to-day, that 
everywhere men may be brought within 
sound of his gospel. 


New York Ciry. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting | 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, January 23, 1916 


Amusement That Is Worth While 
(Eccl. 3 : 1-15). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Bodily exercise (1 ‘Tim. 4 : 7-11). 
‘TUES.—Song (Jas. 5 : 13; Psa. 100). 
WED. — Orchestra (I Chron. 15 : 16, 28). 
‘THURS.—Nature-study (Psa. 19 : 1-6). 
FRI.—Literature (Eph. 3 : 1-13). 
Sat.—Sociability (John 12 : 1-8). 











What amusements are good for body and 
soul? 

What amusements are harmful, and why? 

What are your favorite amusements, and 
why? 


RIGINALLY anything that occupied 
one’s attention was an amusement. 

‘* Being amused with grief, fear and 

fright, he could not find a house in. London 
(otherwise well known to him) whither he 
intended to go.’’ ‘*A siege of Maestricht 
or Wesel (so garrisoned and resolutely de- 
fended) might not only have amused, but 
endangered the French armies.’’ These 
are old uses of the word, Later it came to 
mean ‘‘diversion,’’ the turning aside of the 
attention to something else. And then the- 
thing-turned-aside-to came to be conceived 
as less serious than the other things that had 
fixed the attention so that the word grew to 
mean, what some have drawn from another 
theory of its derivation, a turning aside of 
the mind from the Muses and the serious 
and worth-while things which the Muses 
represented, an absorption of the mind in 
mere pleasures, not for the sake of the moral 
or intellectual or spiritual beauty or meaning 
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of them, but simply because they were pleas 
ures, 


But amusement itself can be made by us 
just what we want it to be. We do na 
have to surrender to a degenerated word 
We can be amused by our work. It ca» 
absorb our attention and we can be filled 
with joy at seeing it progress. Whatever our 
daily tasks may be can be made an amuse 
ment in the truest and earliest meaning of the 
word, 

< 

And we can make amusement out of any- 
thing that will make our work more amusing, 
more absorbing, more interesting tous, Ex- 
ercises which keep our bodies in good condi- 
tion, music which eases and rests the spirit 
and sets unused spiritual sensibilities quiver- 
ing, and so increases our capacity for life. 
Nature and out-of-doors, which fumigate the 
whole being, rectifying its perspectives and 
proportions, and sweeten its health, books 
and friends who widen the horizon and break 
up the lethargies—all these are good because 
they make us better workmen and enable us 
to fix a richer and stronger mind upon our 
work again. In the best sense they amuse by 
fitting us to do our regular work as an amuse- 
ment with joy and cheer and strength, 


But these and all good amusements have @ 
worth of their own in them. If they have 
not, they are questionable, If they weaken 
us for our work they can’t be good in them- 
selves or do us any good, no matter how al- 
luring they are. But if they send us back to 
our work refreshed and strengthened, then 
we may be sure that they have a virtue and 
merit in themselves also. 


Amusements that require darkness are sus- 
picious, 

Amusements that make other people work 
are hardly the best kind. A real amusement 
makes the amused one do the work. Not 
always, but those that do are the best kind. 

Social amusements are .best, too; that is, 
the amusements that cheer up other people 


.| as, well as ourselves. 


But it isa sorry thing when a life can’t be 
amused alone, when it has no joys or re- 
sources which make it perfectly happy io 
solitude. 

As a rule the more money amusements cost 
the less valuable and restful they are. Those 
amusements are best which, like the best 
work in the world, are done by a man’s own 


mind or hands, 

New York Ciry. 
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Is Burdensome sem 
when you tire easily, r 
when your nervesare ISX, 
excitable, and ambition WD 
is gone, you .need medicinal 
food—not drugs or stimulants, 


SCOTT’S EMULSION is rich in 
food value; it supplies the very 
elements to enliven the blood, 
strengthen the nervous system and 
restore the courage of health. 


SCOTT’S EMULSION is 
not a patent medicine but 
a pure, healthful, upbuild- 
ing food-tonic, free from 
alcohol or harmful drugs. 
14 


. B 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 
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** Single Subscribers’”’ 





become *‘Club Organizers”? — 
Li 





N INCREASING number of our single sub- 
scribers are becoming centers of influence by 
interesting many of their friends to become 

readers of the Times, and thus organizing new Sunday 
School Times clubs in churches and Sunday-schools, 
This benefits the friend by enabling him to save one- 
third of the single subscription rate, besides securing a 
choice of valuable books for the club organizer for his 
introductory club, in addition to the one free copy 
which is given for every ten subscriptions paid for in a 
club at the $1.00 rate. 


** The Club Former’’ 


HE club former is the largest human factor in 

the growth and success of The Sunday School 

Times. We are gratified to note that so many 

clubs are being renewed with additional members. 

This would indicate that a considerable number of new 

workers are coming into personal touch with the paper, 

and its real value as a Christmas or New Year gift 
JSor-all-the-year is appreciated by our readers., 


A Word to the Single Subscriber 


F YOU would like to pass on to uthers some of the 
good vou have received from The Sunday School 
Times, we will gladly mail some free specimen 

copies of the paper and our 1916 prospectus to any 
persons whose names you may suggest. 








You will doubtless be interested to see our list of books 
for Bible students which we give for introductory clubs 
of new subscribers. This is the best time of year to 
organize a Sunday School Times club, in order that the 
subscribers may receive the lesson helps for 1916. 


To the Club Organizer 


RE there new workers in your school who are not 

yet acquainted with The Sunday School Times ? 

A word from you at this time may result in 

adding some members to your present club and 

securing for you a choice of valuable books for these 
increases, 





May we express our hearty thanks to the Times readers 
everywhere for their responsiveness in extending the 
circle of the paper's influence during 1915? We trust 
that the year 1916 may see the paper extend an ever 
widening influence for good in the lite of many Sunday- 
school workers. 


THE PUBLISHERS. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 

















[ Children at Home 





Bear Stories 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE big black bear is the craftiest of the 
wood-folk. Among them he holds the 
place that the fox does among the 

dwellers in the open. 
rarely ever caught in a trap, and is the shyest 
and most suspicious of all of the wild people. 
Even where he lives in great numbers—and 
he is far commoner than most people sus- 
pect—he is hardly ever met. Bruin can 
steal through the thickest woods as softly as 
a mouse, and if you do get a glimpse of him 
by some accident he melts away into the 
underbrush like some black shadow. It is 
useless to follow him, for he can go all day 
at a shambling, awkward gait which never- 
theless carries him over the ground much 
faster than a man can run. 

One of the rarest adventures in woodcraft 
is to find a bear-hole. Every winter all the 
black bears ‘* hole-up,’’ as the hunters say, 
in some cave or burrow, and sleep rolled up 
in a big black ball until spring. All the 
craft and wisdom of Bruin’s subtle mind is 
directed to building a warm, dry, cunningly- 
concealed lair in which to sleep the winter 
through. Personally, I have never known 
of but three cases where a real bear-hole has 
been discovered. I do not mean that bear- 
dens are not often found. A good hunter 
in a bear-country will frequently locate 
these. ‘They are generally in some cave or 
deep cleft in the rock, preferably with two 
entrances. Sometimes i have known of 
bears denning in hollow trees, These dens, 
however, are not nearly so carefully con- 
cealed as the hole; for in the latter he is 
asleep and helpless, and his life depends 
upon his success in concealing its location. 

One of the three bear-holes | have known 
of was found by great-great-uncle Jake, the 
Revolutionary soldier. Uncle Jake was the 
best athlete and marksman in’ his company, 
but was finally captured and imprisoned in 





Lack of Money 
Was a Godsend in this Case 


It is not always that a lack of money 
is a benefit. 

A lady in Arkansas owes her health 
to the fact that she could not pay in ad- 
vance the fee demanded by a specialist 
to treat her for stomach trouble. In 
telling of her case she says : 

**I had been treated by four different 
physicians during ten years of stomach 
trouble. Lately I called on another, 
who told me he could not cure me ; that 
I had neuralgia of the stomach. ‘Then 
I went to a specialist who told me I had 
catarrh of the stomach, and said he 
could cure me in four months, but would 
have to have his money down. I could 
not raise the necessary sum, and in my 
extremity I was led to quit coffee and 
try Postum. 

‘“The results have been magical. I 
now sleep well at night, something I 
had not done for a long time ; the pain 


in my stomach is gone and I am a dif- | 


ferent woman. 

‘* Every time I had tried to stop coffee 
I suffered from severe headaches, so I 
continued to drink it, although I had 


| reason to believe it was injurious to me. 


But when I had Postum to shift to it 
was different. 


‘‘To my surprise I did not miss coffee | 


| when I began to drink Postum. 





‘Coffee had been steadily and surely | 


killing me, and I didn’t fully realize 
what was doing it until I quit and 
changed to Postum.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Postum comes in two forms: 

Postum Cereal—the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15c and 25c pack- 
ages. 

Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and 50c 
tins. 

Both kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per ~~ 

**There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 


He is hard to hunt, | 
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the Hulks in New York Harbor. There 
one of his messmates died ; but Uncle Jake 
broke out, swam ashore, and brought the 
news to his widow up in Litchfield County, 
Connecticut. Later on, she married him, 
and Jake settled down on a little farm in 
Cornwall Township which contained twenty- 
one named hills. There he became a great 
bear-hunter. : 

One warm day early in March he was 
climbing down the steep side of Pond Hill, 
which was great bear-ground. As he scram- 
bled down a bank, his feet went through and 
| he fell into a bear-hole and right on top of a 
| bear who was evidently just ready to start 
/out when Jobe entered. At any rate, he 
| burst out like a bomb from a mortar, and 
| the next thing Uncle Jake knew he was 
| riding bear-back down Pond Hill. He 
managed to get hold of his hunting-hnife 
without losing his grip, and as they came to 
level ground he sank it to the hilt in the 
bear’s spine just back of the neck, killing 
him instantly. Until the day of his death 
Uncle Jake boasted that he was the only 
hunter who had ever broken a black-bear to 
the saddle, : 

A few years ago I was fishing for salmon 
through the ice in Maine in March. Just 
before I came to my winter camp two small 
boys, twelve and fourteen years respectively, 
went out rabbit-hunting from the town near- 
estmycamp. ‘They had one single-barrelled, 
muzzle-loading shotgun between them. Over 
on the slope of Black Hill they noticed a 
little hole which seemed to lead in under 
the slope of a great flat rock. The snow 
had melted away, and there was a strong 
animal smell about the hole. The boys 
decided that there was probably a coon or a 
porcupine inside. One of them cut a long 
moose-w pole, while the other cocked 
the gun and stood by to repel boarders. 
The hole ran in some distance, and on the 
second poke there was a growl and a snarl, 
and a big layer of frozen leaves and sticks 
suddenly toppled over, showing a great pear- 
shaped lair~all lined with dry grass and 
leaves. Outof this rushed a very cross, lean 
bear. 

He stood blinking for a minute in the sun- 
light, looking as big as an ox to the terrifted 
boys. ‘Then, as he caught sight of them, 
without an instant’s hesitation he rushed at 
them across the snow, It was a pretty 
critical situation for those boys. They felt 
like the man who said that he spent three 
hours in trailing a bear and when he finally 
found it spent five minutes in getting home. 
The bear could easily outrun or outclimb 
them, and if they had tried to escape no 
doubt one, if not both of them would have 
been seriously hurt. 

As it was, they faced the situation in a 
way that was a credit both to their courage 
and their good sense. The little one with 
the pole got behind the big one with the gun. 
‘The latter waited until the bear was nearly 
on them. ‘Then, just as it started to rear up 
on its hind-legs, he fired his charge of num- 
ber eight shot at a distance of about five feet 
right into the bear’s neck just below the 
jaw. At that distance a charge of shot 
makes a round, big hole larger than the 
largest calibre bullet, and is nearly as fatal. 
In this case it tore apart the jugular vein, 
breaking the spine, and dropped the bear 
dead almost at the boys’ feet. They got a 
bounty of ten dollars for the bear’s scalp, 
ten dollars more for the skin, and about 
three million dollars’ worth of glory. 

The last bear-hole of which I heard was 
not far from home. Two friends of mine 
were shooting in the Poconos with a dog 
about the middle of November, 1914. 
Pennsylvania is a good state for bears, for 
not only has the bounty been taken off, but 
he is actually protected like any other game, 
| Accordingly Bruin thrives all through the 
sparsely settled mountain region. 

As my friends were walking along a dry- 
wooded slope the dog suddenly rushed 
ahead and set up a tremendous barking. 
Almost immediately a bear broke through 
the bushes. Instead of running away, as it 
does when hunted by man, it seemed to 
realize that it could not outrun the dog, 
doubled back along the slope where the 
hunters were, and suddenly popped into a 
little hole under an overhanging bank 
which did not seem half large enough for the 
bear to pass through. 

It had no more gone in than it evidently 
realized that this was a mistake and stuck its 
head out immediately. When it saw the 
hunters coming up, it scrambled out again 
and came up toward them growling savagely 


























LESSON FOR JAN. 23 (Rom. 8 : 12-30) 


and evidently feeling that it was cornered. 
One of my friends fired a charge of number 
six shot into its face hoping to blind it. The 
shock knocked the bear entirely over and 
stunned it for a few seconds, just long 
enough to enable one of the hunters to slip 
in a ball-shell which they always carried on 
the chance of running across abear. Firing 
this at close range, he killed the bear at the 
very first shot, and then explored the hole. 

It was beautifully built. The entrance 
was under an overhanging bank partially 
guarded by bushes, and it seemed unbeliev- 
able that so large an animal could have 
forced its shoulders through so small a hole. 
Within, the burrow sloped up, and a big, 
dry shelf had been dug out inside the bank, 
This was covered with layers of dry leaves 
and a big blanket of dry, withered grass. In 
the top of the bank a tiny hole had been 
dug which opened out in some thick bushes 
and was evidently an air-hole. Just outside 
the entrance was a big armful of dry sticks 
that had been piled there. The hunters 
believed that it was the bear’s intention, 
when he had finally gone into the hole, to 
pull these over the entrance and entirely 
conceal it. ‘I'he bear itself turned out to be 
a young one. Probably an old veteran 
would have died before giving away the 
secret of his winter castle, 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


396. Who are two men mentioned in the 
Old Testament who fasted forty days 
and forty nights ? 

397. Who made an idol out of ear-rings ? 

398. What man washed to save himself from 
sickness, and what men to save their 
lives ? 

399. What discouraged man was fed by an 
angel ? 

400. What man had to go veiled, and why ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


391. Samson (Judg. 16 : 30), Ahithophel (2 
Sam, 17 : 23) and Saul (1 Sam, 31: 4). 

392. The bitter waters of Marah were made 
fit to drink by a tree (Exod, 15 ; 23- 
25); the waters of the spring at Jericho 
by salt (2 Kings 2 : 19-21). 

393. Athaliah (2 Chron. 23:15), Jezebel 
(2 Kings 9 : 32, 33). 

394. The Israelites in Samuel’s time (1 Sam, 
13: 19). 

395. Hilkiah the priest found the lost book 
of the law. Josiah the king rent his 
clothes when he read it, and the people 
of Jerusalem obeyed its instructions (2 
Chron. 34 : 14, 19, 32). 
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Our New Banner System 
( Continued from page 23) 

‘*Count’’ is indicated the number scor- 
ing as transferred from the roll-call and 
class-book slip. A ‘‘ perfect class’’ is 
one which has full attendance of the 
scholars, and scores an extra ten points 
for each scholar enrolled. 

The items marked * are figured on the 
percentage basis, For instance, a class 
with an enrolment of 12, having an at- 
tendance of 6, would score 125 points, 
and a class having 6 members would re- 
ceive the same number of points if they 
score 3. In figuring the church attend- 
ance, the enrolment must be considered 
one more than recorded, as the teacher 
is included. New scholars are not cred- 
ited until after attendance at two sessions, 

A scholar is not counted lost until after 
absence for thirteen consecutive Sundays 
without valid excuse, such as removal 
from vicinity, going with parents to an- 
other church, etc. Scholars who are 
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necessarily periodically absent from 
home, except on vacations, are put on the 
reserve roll, and are not counted in the 
enrolment except when they are home, 

Credit for securing new scholars goes 
to the classes of the members who bring 
them, Likewise, deduction for loss of a 
scholar should be made from the class 
receiving original credit, if attendance 
stops within thirteen Sundays. This 
prevents score inflation, and insures con- 
tinued interest in the new scholars by the 
members who bring them in. 

While the method may appear com- 
plicated and difficult to operate, the sec- 
retary finds it very simple, by using a 
table with the number of points already 
worked out, on the percentage basis, in 
accordance with the size of the class and 
the number scoring. Only about an 
hour's work a week is required to pre- 
pare for and make out the records for our 
school. 

It is not wise to announce the actual 
scores, unless possibly at the end of the 
year. Neither is it wise to announce the 
relative positions of any of the classes 
not on the ‘‘ Roll of Honor.’’ To do 
so would have a tendency to arouse rid- 
icule from without and discouragement 
from within. Conditions in different 
schools might make it desirable to give 
credit for other features than listed herein 
or to vary the amount of credit. The 
same outline can be followed, however, 
with whatever variations the nature of 
the school demands and the ingenuity 
of the secretary prompts. 

In reviewing the operation of the sys- 
tem for the past months it is interesting 
to note some of the developments. Soon 
after the plan started it was decided to 
allow a class full credit for punctuality 
and attendance of the teacher, if, in the 
event of absence of the regular teacher, 
a substitute, provided by the teacher or 
class, is in place, This is.a great help 
to the superintendent, as the incentive of 
the extra points insures a high percent- 
age of attendance of teachers, which re- 
lieves last-minute substitution with its at- 
tendant unsatisfactory conditions. 

Interest in the system is not confined 
to any one department. A representa. 
tive class of each of the four depart- 
ments in the contest has held the banner 
at least one month in the eight. Classes 
working at a disadvantage owing to the in- 
difference of one or more of the scholars 
do not necessarily lose interest. Securing 
one of the ten places on the Roll of 
Honor * an incentive for conscientious 
effort on the part of the faithful. Small 
classes and large work at equal advant- 
age, as is shown by the fact that repre- 
sentatives of each kind have held the 
banner. The law of averages makes it 
as difficult for a class of five, for in- 
stance, to secure a perfect score as for 
a class of fifteen. Especially noticeable 
has been the work of a class of fourteen 
little girls in the Junior Department. 
With them, indifference and low scores 
during the early months gave way to 
interest and high scores, and the banner 
has ‘been theirs for three months, In 
order to win, practically the whole class 
attend church and study the lesson at 
home. 

Scores in general ran very low during 
the summer in comparison with the win- 
ter, but the attendance and interest is 
far above that of former years, this in 
spite of the fact that the annual summer 
outing was omitted. No considerable 
increase in enrolment is noticed, but the 
regular members attend very much more 
consistently, and frequently as many as 
five or six classes record full attendance. 
— George If. Thomas, Millville, N. J. 
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The Scofield Bible 
Correspondence Course 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
‘advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada, These 
rates include postage : 


$1 00 Five or more copies, either to 
e separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year, 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 


One copy, five years, $6.00, 
: One fi ddi- 
Free Copies ne free copy addi 


tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or mere copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each 

wit Prent Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 

Warwic ne, London +» will receive yearly 
or half- ~ 4 ly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to thé subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot ‘The Sunday School ‘limes Company. 





per year. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school to examine it 
will be sent free upon application. 
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Illuminating 


characteristics sympathetically 
manual in Bible study. 


By Str WILLIAM M. Ramsay. 
tory of Asia Minor and of the 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. 
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his litetime studies into this work. 
but richly revealing series of word-pictures which set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Christian Church as 
given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles. 


Books on the 


INTERNATIONAL 
1916 UNIFORM LESSONS 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform . 
Lessons during 1916. The following books will be most suggestive in 
gaining a mastery of the Gospel message, 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 
By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, 5.T.D. Do you know how 
each of the Twelye Apostles lived—and died? President Thompson 
pictures them as real men, with their weaknesses and their noble 


set forth. He devotes a chapter to 


each of the six pairs of Apostles, and a chapter to what is known 
outside the New Testament about their life and death. 
book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 
50 cents, postpaid. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church 


The greatest living master of the his- 


This little 


life of Paul has poured the wealth of 
The book is a simple, popular, 


$7.50, postpaid, 


A Chart of Paul’s Journeyings 


This popular little chart is printed on 
map paper, folding within stiff cloth covers, 
suitable for carrying in the pocket. 
maps, showing the period of preparation, the first, second and third 
journeys, and the voyage to Rome, with Scripture references and dates 
20 cents, postpaid. 


size 64%x3¥ inches, 
It contains five simple outline 
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and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which plane or or- 
gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept. 








The best place for rest of recreation 
or recuperation is 


ATLANTIC CITY 
CHALFONTE 


is especially well adapted to accom- 
modate those who come to secure them. 


Write for Iustrated Folder and Rates to 
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On the Beach Always Open 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 
Under Quakef management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. J,W. Hurley, Mer. 
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By Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D. 
PRICE, $1.50, NET. 
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Books Worth Noting 


Childhood in the Moslem World 


IAT the gift of childhood might be 
brought to the children of India was 
the plea of one of the many mission- 

aries who corresponded with Dr. Samuel M. 
Zwemer while he was preparing his notable 
book, ‘*Childheod in the Moslem World.’’ 
This same plea might well be made for all 
the eighty million children of the Moslem 
world, tr. Zwemer’s book on Moslem 
**childhood ’’ is rather a faithful description 
of the conditions that make real childhood 
impossible for the boys and girls of Islam. 

Although one out of eight of the world’s 
children is living in the bondage of Moham- 
medanism, a far greater proportion of the 
world’s children are born into that bondage 
which soon crushes the young life out. A 
physician in Persia writes that the childhood 
mortality there is eighty-five percent. In 
Egypt the accurate statistics of the Depart- 
ment of Public Health show that over one- 
half of the children born, die before they are 
five years of age. In India a much greater 
proportion of Mohammedan children die than 
of Hindus or of non-Asiatics. 

Ignorance of all that concerns the physi- 
cal weli-Leing of children; the degradation 
of womanhood, and therefore of mother- 
hood ; the poisonous condition of family life, 
—there is no ‘home life’’: these condi- 
tions are faithfully set down in Dr, Zwemer’s 
book. The author Goes not rely upon his own 
wide and profound knowledge of the Mos- 
lem world, which perhaps exceeds that of 
any other missionary, but he has carefully 
gathered from the missionaries best qualitied 
to know, first-hand testimony about their 
own particular field and work. 

A feature of ciiapter after chapter in this 











comes from ~ widely separated 
Everywhere there is the blight of a religion 
that was made for adult men and not for 
women and children.’’ ‘The Koran does 
not reveal Him as a God. of. litile children.’’ 
et there is much religion. The chief 
end of the education that is given the child 
from his youngest years is the fear of Allah. 
The essentials of the Moslem faith are fixed 
in children’s minds while very young, reli- 
gious zeal is stirred, ‘‘ children grow up in 
an atmosphere permeated by religion,’’ and 
the childrew join their eldersin the incessant 
repetition of the brief Mohammedan creed. 
But this Moslem religious education does 
net produce moral character. Religion is 
rather ‘* one of the customs of the country 
which must be observed.’’ 
The book closes with a chapter of hope : 
‘*The Impact of the West and Christian 
Missions.Y For against the dark back- 
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ground of the facts about Moslem childhood 
there has run the inspiration of the latent 
| hostilities in Moslem childhood. 

Not the least illuminating part of Dr. 
Zwemer’s book are the two-score full-page 
photographs which give vivid impressions of 
just what Moslem children look like. The 
possibilities of beautiful childhood are writ- 
ten all over the faces of some of these chil- 
dren,—both of the little naked sons of pov- 
erty and of the beautifully-gowned children 
of the higher classes. There are pictures, 
too, that show the transformation that Chris- 
tian missions have brought to these faces and 
to the environment in which the children 
| live and work, 

One misses in Dr. Zwemet’s book that 
subtle charm by which Amy Wilson Car- 
michael, in such a book as ‘** Lotus Buds,’’ 
brings the reader into personal touch with 
| the children and makes him feel that he un- 
| derstands the child-heart and is on terms of 
friendship with individual children, And 
that is needed to supplement the straight- 
forward and rather matter-of-fact setting 
forth of the conditions of childhood in the 
Moslem world which is found in Dr. 
Zwemer’s volume. Altogether this book is 
one that ought not to be passed over by any 
Christian who would understand the Moslem 
world, and the real task that confronts the 
Church of Christ in carrying out His com- 
mission for the children of Islam, younger 
and older. (New York: Revell, $2). 
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Simple Studies in Romans (By William 
S. Pettingill). The popular Bible teacher of 
The Philadelphia School of the Bible has 
done an inestimable service for inexpert stu- 








book. is the uniformity of~testimony that | 
countries, | 
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dents who want to master Bible books, by 
his little volumes of ‘Simple Studies,’ 
«Simple Studies ’’ in Daniel, in Matthew, in 
Revelation, have, already been published. 
Now Studies in Romans has been added, and 
the book evidences the author’s keen analy- 
sis of Scripture truth, his happy gift of clear 
and simple expression, his helpful outlines 
that make the whole book clear, and above 
all his unwavering adherence to the God- 
breathed Word. ‘The vital truths in Romans 
regarding the Spirit-filled life, and regarding 
Israel’s relation to God’s plan of redemp- 
tion, are admirably dealt with. (This book 
is not sold, but is sent free by Fred Kelker, 
P. O. Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa., as he is led, 
its publication being provided for by free- 
will offerings.) 


The Making of a Country Parish 
(By Harlow S, Mills) .—If the solution of the 
present rural problem, caused by emigration 
to the city, is based merely on material ben- 
efits, it will only raise other problems more 
serious, The only successful ‘* back-to-the- 
soil '’ movement must be to a God-enriched 
life. This is the church’s opportunity for 
leadership. How one church is meeting it 
is told by Mr, Mills, in the story of how a 
minister and his church in the little Michi- 
gan village of Benzonia caught a vision of 
their responsibility for those in the surround- 
ing country, and of how that opportunity is 
being met in every department of life. (New 
York: Missionary Education Movement, 50 
cents, ) 


‘Lesson for Jan. 23) January 8, 





1916 














REED & BARTON 
: Established 1824 


. 


Sliversmitha Taunton, Mass. 
Fifth Avenue and 32d St., New York City 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Main Office & Works P.S."Kenasi 'crcen. 
. Hook & Hastings Co. 


’ BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dalias 



































In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advértisement in The Sunday School Jimes. 





New Way in 


Typewriting 


Doubles Stenographer’s Pay 


each week ? 


In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, it’s because 
they can't turn their shorthand notes into finished 
letters or other typewritten material quickly enough— 
it's because they are too slow on the typewriter. 

Stenographers are paid, 
whether they know it or not, for the guantity and the 


Results are what count. 


quality of their finished work. 





to be more true each day. 


Hundreds Formerly Earning $8 to. $15 
Weekly, Now Receive $25, $35 and eben 
$50 with Work Easier than Ever Before 


A Wholly .New. Idea. 


Why doesn't the average stenographer make more 
money? Whiat is it that holds so manv down to long 
hours and hard work at a salary of only a few dollars 


‘Talk to any stenographer who is making $25 or more a 
week and he or she will tell you that in large measure 
the secret of his or her success has been speed—great 
speed—and accuracy on the machine, ‘his is getting 
Business men will no longer 
| put up with slow, bungling work on the typewriter. 
‘hey gladly pay two or three times the former salaries 
to stenographers who become expert typists, because 
they have found it is genuine economy to do so. 


80 to 100 Words a Minute 
GUARANTEED 


Brought This Man Speed 
of 100 Words a Minute— 
‘Lnere is nothing in the field ot 
, tynewriting instruction that 
can at all be compared with 
the Tulloss New Way. It 
works upon an entirely differ- 
ent plan. ‘I'he Special Finger 
isarevelation. For- 
never exceeded fifty 
229 AeA *wortls a minute, but since tak- 
ing-tp the Tulldss Method have written as high 
as.100. - R. Mastin, 
Norval Bros., Law Office, Seward, Neb. 


Speed—Accuracy— 
bled Salary 





























Dou 

Am now Chief Clerk to the 
Dept. of Parks and Public 
Property. Salary is exactl 
double what it was when 
took up the study of the Tul- 
loss Method. I can only say if 
you desire to increase your 
ability and salary, you will 
make no mistake in taking 
this course. The instruction is of the highest 
order. Anna S. Cussison, 

109 Hoerner St., Harrisburg, Pa. 


Salary Increased 40% 
—Then More— 
Work Far Easier 
Yours of the 8th. 1 certainly 
know that the Tulloss Course 
produces accuracy and speed 
—the two great essentials of 
ood typewriting — and puts 
the student in a position to 
demand a higher salary. Since 
writing the letter you saw, 
telling of a 40% increase, I have had another 
increase of 20 C. E. Verracr, Care 


















tem, is conceded to ‘ 
since the invention of the typewriter itseif. 


accuracy than they ever could before. 
Nothing Else Like It 


the past. 
cial Gymnastic Finger-Training Exercises away 


produce in months. 
system, are hundred 
touch writers—yet there has 


the salaries have been increased from 
former pay), to $25, $30, $40 and even $50. 


Valuable Book Free 


But we have pre 


plete detail. which is free to those interested. 


tion. 
yourself by the increase in salary you can gain. 
work easier —if 


envelope—get this book at once. 
Tear off the coupon now before you turn this page. 


tising men, writers, business men—to men and 


have had 








The Tulloss New Way, radically different from any other sys- 
the greatest step in writing efficiency 


Already thousands of stenographers and other typewriter users 
who never exceeded thirty to forty words a minute, are writing 
80 to 100 words with half the effort and with infinitely greater 


Don’t confuse this new way in typewriting with any system of 
There has never been anything like it before. S 
rom the 
machine bring results in days that ordinary methods will not 


Among the thousands of operators who have taken up this 
s of graduates of business colleges and 
special typewriting courses—great numbers were so-called 
ardly been a single one who 
hasn't doubled or trebled his or her speed and accuracy, and 
i i 8 to $15 a week (their 


We cannot describe here the secret principle of this new method. 
red a book which tells all about it in com- 
It is a big 48- 
page book, brimful of’eye-opening ideas and valuable informa- 
It explains how by this unique new method you can in 
a few short weeks transform your typewriting and make it 
easy, accurate and amazingly speedy—how you can surprise 


If yow are ambitious to get ahead—if you want to make your 
you want to put more money in your pay 
It will be a revelation to you. 


-——Not for Stenographers Alone 
The New Way in Typewriting is not for stenographers alone. 
We are teaching it to ministers, lawyers, reporters, adver- 
i women in 
every profession who use the typewriter, and it’s amazingly 
easy to learn, no. matter how little experience you may 


So. 
Martin & Hall, Architects, Providence, R.1. 


50 Words to 80— 
$70 Monthly to $150 
From a speed of less than fifty 
words per minute, this Meth 
quickly enabled me to write 80 
and over. From $70 a month 
when I took up the study, I 
was soon drawing $150—sal- 
ary more than doubled. There 
is no comparison whatever be- 
tween the Tulloss Method and 
the ordinary systems. . H. Garpiner, 
9nd Pethorne Place, Madison, Wis. 
80 Words a Minute — 25% 
Increase in Salary 

‘This unique method has been 
a revelation tome. It brought 
my speed up to over 80 words 
per minute,andincreased 
my salary by over 25%. 

I believe it to be the 
only typewriting in- 

; struction that is 
ne based upon a 

scientific analysis of the physi- 
cal facts relating to the devel- 
opment of expert ability. 
lhese k-xercises will bene- 
fit the student more than 
years of ordinary prac- 
tice. 
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the New Way 
inT ypewriting. 
This incurs no 
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1452West Adams site 
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S Mail to the TULLOSS SCHOOL 
6501 College till, Springfield, Ohie 






























